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Scientific advances and economic forces have converged to create something unthinkable for much of
human history: a robust market in human body products. Every year, countless Americans supply blood,
sperm, and breast milk to "banks" that store these products for later use by strangers in routine medical
procedures. These exchanges entail complicated questions. Which body products are donated and which
sold? Who gives and who receives? And, in the end, who profits? In this eye-opening study, Kara Swanson
traces the history of body banks from the nineteenth-century experiments that discovered therapeutic uses for
body products to twenty-first-century websites that facilitate a thriving global exchange.

More than a metaphor, the "bank" has shaped ongoing controversies over body products as either marketable
commodities or gifts donated to help others. A physician, Dr. Bernard Fantus, proposed a "bank" in 1937 to
make blood available to all patients. Yet the bank metaphor labeled blood as something to be commercially
bought and sold, not communally shared. As blood banks became a fixture of medicine after World War II,
American doctors made them a frontline in their war against socialized medicine. The profit-making
connotations of the "bank" reinforced a market-based understanding of supply and distribution, with
unexpected consequences for all body products, from human eggs to kidneys.

Ultimately, the bank metaphor straitjacketed legal codes and reinforced inequalities in medical care. By
exploring its past, Banking on the Body charts the path to a more efficient and less exploitative distribution of
the human body's life-giving potential.
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From reader reviews:

Anna Maples:

Do you have favorite book? If you have, what is your favorite's book? Guide is very important thing for us to
find out everything in the world. Each e-book has different aim or even goal; it means that reserve has
different type. Some people experience enjoy to spend their the perfect time to read a book. They are reading
whatever they acquire because their hobby is definitely reading a book. Think about the person who don't
like reading a book? Sometime, man or woman feel need book when they found difficult problem as well as
exercise. Well, probably you will need this Banking on the Body: The Market in Blood, Milk, and Sperm in
Modern America.

Martina Joseph:

The book Banking on the Body: The Market in Blood, Milk, and Sperm in Modern America can give more
knowledge and also the precise product information about everything you want. Why must we leave the
great thing like a book Banking on the Body: The Market in Blood, Milk, and Sperm in Modern America?
Some of you have a different opinion about reserve. But one aim which book can give many data for us. It is
absolutely proper. Right now, try to closer using your book. Knowledge or details that you take for that, you
could give for each other; you are able to share all of these. Book Banking on the Body: The Market in
Blood, Milk, and Sperm in Modern America has simple shape but you know: it has great and big function for
you. You can search the enormous world by wide open and read a reserve. So it is very wonderful.

William Martel:

Your reading 6th sense will not betray you actually, why because this Banking on the Body: The Market in
Blood, Milk, and Sperm in Modern America reserve written by well-known writer who really knows well
how to make book that may be understand by anyone who have read the book. Written inside good manner
for you, still dripping wet every ideas and composing skill only for eliminate your hunger then you still
doubt Banking on the Body: The Market in Blood, Milk, and Sperm in Modern America as good book not
merely by the cover but also from the content. This is one book that can break don't determine book by its
protect, so do you still needing an additional sixth sense to pick this specific!? Oh come on your reading
through sixth sense already alerted you so why you have to listening to an additional sixth sense.

Regina Wingler:

Reserve is one of source of information. We can add our knowledge from it. Not only for students but also
native or citizen will need book to know the upgrade information of year to help year. As we know those
textbooks have many advantages. Beside we all add our knowledge, can also bring us to around the world.
By book Banking on the Body: The Market in Blood, Milk, and Sperm in Modern America we can get more
advantage. Don't one to be creative people? To get creative person must want to read a book. Simply choose
the best book that acceptable with your aim. Don't possibly be doubt to change your life with that book



Banking on the Body: The Market in Blood, Milk, and Sperm in Modern America. You can more pleasing
than now.
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