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Playing God discusses the genre of rituals known as the 'Teyyam extent' in the North Malabar region of
Kerala State, India. In this elaborately costumed ritual, practitioners invoke the spirit of a deity into
themselves which constitutes a splendid theophany in which, when the ritual process is over, the devotees are
able to talk to the "god" and invoke his/her blessings and predictions of their future. This book concentrates
on the cult of the Muttappan duo of gods, the most popular among the Teyyams of North Malabar. The
Muttappan cult, though originating from worship of a forest god by tribal groups and untouchables of the hill
districts of North Malabar, is now widely popular beyond Kerala, attracting worshippers from all castes and
regions of South India. Playing God analyses the mythology and ritual praxis of the Muttappan cult and
examines the attempts to integrate the cult into a wider Hinduism by enunciation of a new hermeneutic of the
legend and rituals based on the Hindu Advaitic tradition. The book also discusses how the Teyyam ritual
contrasts significantly with rituals and worship in Brahminical Hinduism. The popularity of the cult is a
reflection of the changing relationships between castes in Kerala, involving a closer symbiosis and reflecting
the urge by the untouchable groups of Kerala to gain a higher standing and acceptance in Keralan Hindu
society. The rituals are rich in theological significance and symbolism, and have links to the performing arts
of Kerala such as Kathakali and Ottam Tullal.
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From reader reviews:

Hector Naranjo:

The book Playing God: Belief and Ritual in the Muttappan Cult of North Malabar gives you the sense of
being enjoy for your spare time. You need to use to make your capable considerably more increase. Book
can for being your best friend when you getting strain or having big problem with the subject. If you can
make reading a book Playing God: Belief and Ritual in the Muttappan Cult of North Malabar to be your
habit, you can get a lot more advantages, like add your current capable, increase your knowledge about
several or all subjects. You are able to know everything if you like wide open and read a guide Playing God:
Belief and Ritual in the Muttappan Cult of North Malabar. Kinds of book are several. It means that, science
book or encyclopedia or other individuals. So , how do you think about this reserve?

Richard Ybarra:

The guide untitled Playing God: Belief and Ritual in the Muttappan Cult of North Malabar is the reserve that
recommended to you to learn. You can see the quality of the publication content that will be shown to a
person. The language that article author use to explained their way of doing something is easily to
understand. The article author was did a lot of investigation when write the book, and so the information that
they share for your requirements is absolutely accurate. You also will get the e-book of Playing God: Belief
and Ritual in the Muttappan Cult of North Malabar from the publisher to make you considerably more enjoy
free time.

Tammy Ely:

Are you kind of active person, only have 10 as well as 15 minute in your time to upgrading your mind ability
or thinking skill perhaps analytical thinking? Then you are having problem with the book than can satisfy
your short time to read it because this time you only find publication that need more time to be learn. Playing
God: Belief and Ritual in the Muttappan Cult of North Malabar can be your answer mainly because it can be
read by anyone who have those short free time problems.

Shawn Proctor:

Book is one of source of expertise. We can add our knowledge from it. Not only for students but in addition
native or citizen want book to know the revise information of year in order to year. As we know those guides
have many advantages. Beside all of us add our knowledge, also can bring us to around the world. From the
book Playing God: Belief and Ritual in the Muttappan Cult of North Malabar we can acquire more
advantage. Don't you to definitely be creative people? To become creative person must choose to read a
book. Simply choose the best book that acceptable with your aim. Don't always be doubt to change your life
with this book Playing God: Belief and Ritual in the Muttappan Cult of North Malabar. You can more
pleasing than now.
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