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In a richly textured investigation of the transformation of Cappadocia during the fourth century, Becoming
Christian: The Conversion of Roman Cappadocia examines the local impact of Christianity on traditional
Greek and Roman society. The Cappadocians Basil of Caesarea, Gregory of Nyssa, Gregory of Nazianzus,
and Eunomius of Cyzicus were influential participants in intense arguments over doctrinal orthodoxy and
heresy. In his discussion of these prominent churchmen Raymond Van Dam explores the new options that
theological controversies now made available for enhancing personal prestige and acquiring wider
reputations throughout the Greek East.

Ancient Christianity was more than theology, liturgical practices, moral strictures, or ascetic lifestyles. The
coming of Christianity offered families and communities in Cappadocia and Pontus a history built on biblical
and ecclesiastical traditions, a history that justified distinctive lifestyles, legitimated the prominence of
bishops and clerics, and replaced older myths. Christianity presented a common language of biblical stories
and legends about martyrs that allowed educated bishops to communicate with ordinary believers. It
provided convincing autobiographies through which people could make sense of the vicissitudes of their
lives.

The transformation of Roman Cappadocia was a paradigm of the disruptive consequences that accompanied
conversion to Christianity in the ancient world. Through vivid accounts of Cappadocians as preachers,
theologians, and historians, Becoming Christian highlights the social and cultural repercussions of the
formation of new orthodoxies in theology, history, language, and personal identity.
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From reader reviews:

Thomas Paris:

In this 21st hundred years, people become competitive in each way. By being competitive now, people have
do something to make all of them survives, being in the middle of often the crowded place and notice simply
by surrounding. One thing that oftentimes many people have underestimated this for a while is reading.
That's why, by reading a publication your ability to survive boost then having chance to remain than other is
high. For you who want to start reading the book, we give you this kind of Becoming Christian: The
Conversion of Roman Cappadocia book as starter and daily reading book. Why, because this book is usually
more than just a book.

James Stumbaugh:

Do you considered one of people who can't read gratifying if the sentence chained from the straightway, hold
on guys this particular aren't like that. This Becoming Christian: The Conversion of Roman Cappadocia book
is readable simply by you who hate those straight word style. You will find the data here are arrange for
enjoyable reading through experience without leaving even decrease the knowledge that want to deliver to
you. The writer connected with Becoming Christian: The Conversion of Roman Cappadocia content conveys
the thought easily to understand by lots of people. The printed and e-book are not different in the written
content but it just different by means of it. So , do you continue to thinking Becoming Christian: The
Conversion of Roman Cappadocia is not loveable to be your top collection reading book?

Rebecca Beal:

It is possible to spend your free time to study this book this publication. This Becoming Christian: The
Conversion of Roman Cappadocia is simple bringing you can read it in the park your car, in the beach, train
as well as soon. If you did not get much space to bring the particular printed book, you can buy often the e-
book. It is make you easier to read it. You can save the particular book in your smart phone. Therefore there
are a lot of benefits that you will get when you buy this book.

David Wade:

What is your hobby? Have you heard that question when you got scholars? We believe that that issue was
given by teacher for their students. Many kinds of hobby, All people has different hobby. So you know that
little person such as reading or as looking at become their hobby. You must know that reading is very
important and also book as to be the matter. Book is important thing to increase you knowledge, except your
current teacher or lecturer. You find good news or update regarding something by book. Many kinds of
books that can you go onto be your object. One of them is this Becoming Christian: The Conversion of
Roman Cappadocia.
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