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English historian Henry Thomas Buckle' s (1821-62) plan was to write a fourteen-volume history of
civilisation, putting historiography on a more scientific basis, comparing and contrasting the intellectual
political, religious and social histories of certain nations. Unfortunately, his death at the age of 41 meant only
three volumes were completed: | — a General Introduction as to his methodology and philosophical
premises; 1| — France and Spain, and |11 — Scotland . The present eBook consists of the first part of Val.
I11; the second part of which, ‘ An Examination of Scotch Intellect in the 17th and 18th Centuries’, will
follow shortly.

Buckle' s entertainingly informative and highly original libertarian account of Scottish history focuses largely
on the vice-like grip of the misanthropic pre- and post-Reformation Presbyterian/Calvinist clergy, and the
profound and paradoxical effect they and the Kirk had on national consciousness and the Scottish character:
politically liberal, enlightened, rebellious, King-hating, Bishop-stabbing and egalitarian, yet at the same time
hell-fearing, ascetic, sectarian and obsequiously deferential to the ‘meenister’ and clan chieftans. As blogger
and Buckle aficionado Ken MacL eod writes. “He [Buckle] trawled every hell-fire sermon, every seditious
screed, every tormenting self-tormented twisting of the conscience of the elect, every relevant Act of the
Parliament of Scotland, every witch trial and heresy hunt and ludicrous hagiography and miracle-mongering
memoir, and came up with the goods.”

Among the author’ s multitudinous and mind-boggling must-read sources and footnotes is a quote from a
seventeenth century English writer who claims of the * Scotch’ that: “forty of their kings have been
barbarously murdered by them; and half as many more have either made away with themselves, for fear of
their torturing of them, or have died miserably in strait imprisonment.”

Buckle explains his reasoning in the introduction: “While, however, in regard to loyalty, the opposition
between Scotland and Spain is complete, thereis, strange to say, the most striking similarity between those
countriesin regard to superstition. Both nations have allowed their clergy to exercise immense sway, and
both have submitted their actions, as well as their consciences, to the authority of the Church. As a natural
consequence, in both countries, intolerance has been, and still is, acrying evil; and in matters of religion, a
bigotry is habitually displayed, discreditable indeed to Spain, but far more discreditable to Scotland, which
has produced many philosophers of the highest eminence, who would willingly have taught the people better
things, but who have vainly attempted to remove from the national mind that serious blemish which marsits
beauty, and tends to neutralize its many other admirable qualities.

“Herein lies the apparent paradox, and the real difficulty of Scotch history. That knowledge should not have
produced the effects which have elsewhere followed it ; that a bold and inquisitive literature should be found
in agrossly superstitious country, without diminishing its superstition ; that the people should constantly
withstand their kings, and as constantly succumb to their clergy; that while they are liberal in politics, they
should beilliberal inreligion ; and that, as a natural consequence of all this, men who, in the visible and
external department of facts and of practical life, display a shrewdness and a boldness rarely equalled, should
nevertheless, in speculative life, and in matters of theory, tremble like sheep before their pastors, and yield
assent to every absurdity they hear, provided their Church has sanctioned it; that these discrepancies should
coexist seems at first sight a strange contradiction, and is surely a phenomenon worthy of our careful study.
To indicate the causes of this anomaly, and to trace the results to which the anomaly has led, will be the
business of the remaining par
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From reader reviews:
Harold Walsh:

With other case, little persons like to read book CONDITION OF SCOTLAND FROM THE
FOURTEENTH TO THE EIGHTEENTH CENTURY. Y ou can choose the best book if you want reading a
book. Provided that we know about how is important a book CONDITION OF SCOTLAND FROM THE
FOURTEENTH TO THE EIGHTEENTH CENTURY'. Y ou can add know-how and of course you can
around the world by just a book. Absolutely right, since from book you can learn everything! From your
country until finally foreign or abroad you will find yourself known. About simple point until wonderful
thing you may know that. In this era, we could open abook as well as searching by internet product. It is
called e-book. You may useit when you feel weary to go to the library. Let's go through.

Corey Smith:

What do you ponder on book? It isjust for students since they're still students or it for all peoplein the
world, what the best subject for that? Just you can be answered for that question above. Every person has
several personality and hobby for every other. Don't to be pushed someone or something that they don't want
do that. Y ou must know how great in addition to important the book CONDITION OF SCOTLAND FROM
THE FOURTEENTH TO THE EIGHTEENTH CENTURY . All type of book isit possible to see on many
methods. Y ou can look for the internet methods or other social media.

Daniedl Scholz:

Here thing why this specific CONDITION OF SCOTLAND FROM THE FOURTEENTH TO THE
EIGHTEENTH CENTURY are different and trustworthy to be yours. First of all examining a book is good
nonetheless it depends in the content of the usb ports which isthe content is as tasty as food or not.
CONDITION OF SCOTLAND FROM THE FOURTEENTH TO THE EIGHTEENTH CENTURY giving
you information deeper and different ways, you can find any reserve out there but there is no book that
similar with CONDITION OF SCOTLAND FROM THE FOURTEENTH TO THE EIGHTEENTH
CENTURY. It gives you thrill studying journey, its open up your own personal eyes about the thing that will
happened in the world which is possibly can be happened around you. It is possible to bring everywhere like
in park, café, or even in your method home by train. If you are having difficulties in bringing the printed
book maybe the form of CONDITION OF SCOTLAND FROM THE FOURTEENTH TO THE
EIGHTEENTH CENTURY in e-book can be your option.

Jo Villegas:

Asascholar exactly feel bored to be able to reading. If their teacher requested them to go to thelibrary in
order to make summary for some publication, they are complained. Just small studentsthat has reading's
internal or real their passion. They just do what the trainer want, like asked to go to the library. They go to at
this time there but nothing reading really. Any students feel that examining is not important, boring in



addition to can't see colorful pics on there. Yeah, it isto become complicated. Book is very important to suit
your needs. Aswe know that on this period, many ways to get whatever you want. Likewise word says,
many ways to reach Chinese's country. Therefore this CONDITION OF SCOTLAND FROM THE
FOURTEENTH TO THE EIGHTEENTH CENTURY can make you truly feel more interested to read.
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