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In his On the Glory of Athens, Plutarch complained that the Athenian people spent more on the production of
dramatic festivals and "the misfortunes of Medeas and Electras than they did on maintaining their empire and
fighting for their liberty against the Persians." This view of the Athenians misplaced priorities became
orthodoxy with the publication of August Bockh's 1817 book Die Staatshaushaltung der Athener [ The Public
Economy of Athens], which criticized the classical Athenian d?mos for spending more on festivals than on
wars and for levying unjust taxes to pay for their bloated government. But were the Athenians' priorities
really as misplaced as ancient and modern historians believed?

Drawing on lines of evidence not available in Bdckh's time, Public Soending and Democracy in Classical
Athens calculates the real costs of religion, politics, and war to settle the long-standing debate about what the
ancient Athenians valued most highly. David M. Pritchard explains that, in Athenian democracy, voters had
full control over public spending. When they voted for abill, they always knew its cost and how much they
normally spent on such bills. Therefore, the sums they chose to spend on festivals, palitics, and the armed
forces reflected the order of the priorities that they had set for their state. By calculating these sums,
Pritchard convincingly demonstrates that it was not religion or politics but war that was the overriding
priority of the Athenian people.
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From reader reviews:
Ettie Hardcastle:

Here thing why this kind of Public Spending and Democracy in Classical Athens (Ashley and Peter Larkin
Seriesin Greek and Roman Culture) are different and trustworthy to be yours. First of all examining a book
isgood but it depends in the content of computer which is the content is as delicious as food or not. Public
Spending and Democracy in Classical Athens (Ashley and Peter Larkin Seriesin Greek and Roman Culture)
giving you information deeper and different ways, you can find any publication out there but there is no
publication that similar with Public Spending and Democracy in Classical Athens (Ashley and Peter Larkin
Seriesin Greek and Roman Culture). It gives you thrill reading through journey, its open up your own eyes
about the thing which happened in the world which is possibly can be happened around you. Y ou can easily
bring everywhere like in park your car, café, or even in your way home by train. If you are having difficulties
in bringing the branded book maybe the form of Public Spending and Democracy in Classical Athens
(Ashley and Peter Larkin Seriesin Greek and Roman Culture) in e-book can be your option.

George Conner:

The particular book Public Spending and Democracy in Classical Athens (Ashley and Peter Larkin Seriesin
Greek and Roman Culture) will bring one to the new experience of reading the book. The author style to
clarify theideais very unigue. In case you try to find new book to see, this book very ideal to you. The book
Public Spending and Democracy in Classical Athens (Ashley and Peter Larkin Seriesin Greek and Roman
Culture) is much recommended to you to see. Y ou can also get the e-book from your official web site, so you
can quicker to read the book.

Etsuko Siler:

Aswe know that book is vital thing to add our understanding for everything. By a e-book we can know
everything you want. A book isa pair of written, printed, illustrated or perhaps blank sheet. Every year
seemed to be exactly added. This reserve Public Spending and Democracy in Classical Athens (Ashley and
Peter Larkin Seriesin Greek and Roman Culture) wasfilled about science. Spend your time to add your
knowledge about your technology competence. Some people has distinct feel when they reading a new book.
If you know how big benefit of abook, you can experience enjoy to read a e-book. In the modern eralike
currently, many ways to get book which you wanted.

Carlie Manson:

A number of people said that they feel bored when they reading a e-book. They are directly felt that when
they get a half portions of the book. Y ou can choose the particular book Public Spending and Democracy in
Classical Athens (Ashley and Peter Larkin Seriesin Greek and Roman Culture) to make your own reading is
interesting. Y our own skill of reading proficiency is developing when you including reading. Try to choose
simple book to make you enjoy to study it and mingle the opinion about book and looking at especially. It is



to befirst opinion for you to like to open a book and examine it. Beside that the reserve Public Spending and
Democracy in Classical Athens (Ashley and Peter Larkin Seriesin Greek and Roman Culture) can to be your
brand new friend when you're experience alone and confuse in doing what must you're doing of the time.
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