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Inside these pages lies the bloody epic of liberty, the British Iliad.

The second volume of Simon Schama's A History of Britain brings the histories of Britain's civil wars -- full
of blighted idealism, shocking carnage, and unexpected outcomes -- startlingly to life. These conflicts were
fought unsparingly between the nations of the islands -- Ireland, England, and Scotland -- and between
parliament and the crown. Shattering the illusion of a "united kingdom," they cost hundreds of thousands of
lives: a greater proportion of the population than died in the First World War.

When religious passion gave way to the equally consuming passion for profits, it became possible for the
pieces of Britain to come together as the spectacularly successful business enterprise of "Britannia
Incorporated." And in a few generations that business state expanded in a dizzying process that transformed
what had been an obscure, off-shore footnote to Europe's great powers into the main event -- the most
powerful empire in the world.

Yet somehow, it was the "wrong empire." The British considered it a bastion of liberty, yet it was based on
military force and the enslavement of hundreds of thousands of Africans. In America, the emptiness of
British claims to protect "freedom" was thrown back into the teeth of colonial governors and redcoat
soldiers, while the likes of Sam Adams and George Washington inherited the mantle of Cromwell.

Simon Schama grippingly evokes the horror of the battle, famine, and plague; the flames of burning cities;
the pathos of broken families, with fathers and sons forced to choose opposing sides. But he also captures the
intimacies of palace and parliament and the seductions of profit and pleasure. Geniuses like John Milton,
Thomas Hobbes, and Benjamin Franklin stalk vividly through his pages, but so do Scottish clansmen,
women pamphleteers, and literate, eloquent African slaves like Olaudah Equiano.
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From reader reviews:

Linda Musselwhite:

In this 21st hundred years, people become competitive in most way. By being competitive currently, people
have do something to make them survives, being in the middle of often the crowded place and notice by
simply surrounding. One thing that often many people have underestimated it for a while is reading. Yeah,
by reading a reserve your ability to survive improve then having chance to endure than other is high. For
yourself who want to start reading any book, we give you this kind of A History of Britain, Vol. 2: The Wars
of the British, 1603-1776 book as nice and daily reading publication. Why, because this book is greater than
just a book.

Donald Murphy:

Playing with family in a very park, coming to see the ocean world or hanging out with friends is thing that
usually you will have done when you have spare time, after that why you don't try issue that really opposite
from that. One particular activity that make you not experience tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller
coaster you have been ride on and with addition info. Even you love A History of Britain, Vol. 2: The Wars
of the British, 1603-1776, you can enjoy both. It is excellent combination right, you still want to miss it?
What kind of hangout type is it? Oh can occur its mind hangout people. What? Still don't obtain it, oh come
on its called reading friends.

Ronald Ybarra:

Don't be worry should you be afraid that this book can filled the space in your house, you can have it in e-
book way, more simple and reachable. That A History of Britain, Vol. 2: The Wars of the British, 1603-1776
can give you a lot of good friends because by you checking out this one book you have matter that they don't
and make a person more like an interesting person. This particular book can be one of a step for you to get
success. This book offer you information that perhaps your friend doesn't realize, by knowing more than
various other make you to be great people. So , why hesitate? We need to have A History of Britain, Vol. 2:
The Wars of the British, 1603-1776.

Adelina Thompson:

That reserve can make you to feel relax. This book A History of Britain, Vol. 2: The Wars of the British,
1603-1776 was multi-colored and of course has pictures around. As we know that book A History of Britain,
Vol. 2: The Wars of the British, 1603-1776 has many kinds or category. Start from kids until adolescents.
For example Naruto or Detective Conan you can read and believe you are the character on there. Therefore
not at all of book tend to be make you bored, any it offers you feel happy, fun and rest. Try to choose the best
book for you and try to like reading that.
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