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The remarkable story of the former slave who became Mary Todd Lincoln’s dressmaker and closest
confidante

Born into slavery in Virginia, Elizabeth Keckley was whipped, sexually abused, and separated from her
mother for long stretches of time. When her master eventually settled in St. Louis, Missouri, Keckley
resolved to buy her freedom. She put to use her talents as a seamstress and found patrons among the wives of
the city’s elite, eventually earning enough money to move with her young son to Washington, DC.
 
In the nation’s capital, Keckley started her own business and soon had commissions from the wives of
Robert E. Lee, Jefferson Davis, Stephen A. Douglas, and Edwin Stanton. Hired by Mary Todd Lincoln to be
her personal modiste, Keckley formed a close friendship with the first lady, a relationship strengthened by
the tragedies they endured together, including the deaths of their sons and the assassination of President
Abraham Lincoln.
 
Published to great controversy in 1868, Behind the Scenes offers an intimate and revealing portrait of life
inside the White House as well as the stirring story of one woman’s fight to rise above the horrors of slavery.
Frequently cited in studies of the Civil War and biographies of the Lincolns, it is a must read for students of
American history.
 
This ebook has been professionally proofread to ensure accuracy and readability on all devices.
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From reader reviews:

Jimmy Dietz:

Why don't make it to become your habit? Right now, try to prepare your time to do the important action, like
looking for your favorite reserve and reading a e-book. Beside you can solve your condition; you can add
your knowledge by the guide entitled Behind the Scenes: Or, Thirty Years a Slave and Four Years in the
White House. Try to the actual book Behind the Scenes: Or, Thirty Years a Slave and Four Years in the
White House as your pal. It means that it can to get your friend when you experience alone and beside that of
course make you smarter than previously. Yeah, it is very fortuned to suit your needs. The book makes you
much more confidence because you can know every little thing by the book. So , we need to make new
experience in addition to knowledge with this book.

Emma O\'Neill:

Have you spare time for a day? What do you do when you have a lot more or little spare time? Sure, you can
choose the suitable activity to get spend your time. Any person spent all their spare time to take a move,
shopping, or went to the actual Mall. How about open as well as read a book entitled Behind the Scenes: Or,
Thirty Years a Slave and Four Years in the White House? Maybe it is to become best activity for you. You
realize beside you can spend your time with the favorite's book, you can more intelligent than before. Do you
agree with it has the opinion or you have other opinion?

Miguel Penix:

Beside this kind of Behind the Scenes: Or, Thirty Years a Slave and Four Years in the White House in your
phone, it could give you a way to get closer to the new knowledge or details. The information and the
knowledge you might got here is fresh from the oven so don't possibly be worry if you feel like an old people
live in narrow town. It is good thing to have Behind the Scenes: Or, Thirty Years a Slave and Four Years in
the White House because this book offers for you readable information. Do you often have book but you
would not get what it's interesting features of. Oh come on, that wil happen if you have this in your hand.
The Enjoyable option here cannot be questionable, just like treasuring beautiful island. So do you still want
to miss it? Find this book in addition to read it from at this point!

Debra Davin:

Is it you actually who having spare time then spend it whole day by watching television programs or just
telling lies on the bed? Do you need something new? This Behind the Scenes: Or, Thirty Years a Slave and
Four Years in the White House can be the answer, oh how comes? It's a book you know. You are therefore
out of date, spending your extra time by reading in this brand-new era is common not a geek activity. So
what these books have than the others?
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