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For members of the social elite in 18th-century England, extended travel for pleasure came to be considered
part of an ideal education as well as an important symbol of social status. Italy, and especially Rome - a
fashionable, exciting, and comfortable city - became the focus of such early tourists' interest. In this book,
historian Jeremy Black recreates the actual tourist experiences of those who travelled to Italy on a Grand
Tour. Relying on the private diaries and personal letters of travellers, rather than on the self-conscious
accounts of literary travellers who wrote for wider audiences, the book presents an authentic picture of how
British tourists experienced Italy, its landscapes, women, food, music, Catholicism, and more. Using material
from archives across Britain and a generous selection of illustrations, the book highlights the discrepancy
between the idealised view of the Grand Tour and its reality: what people were meant to do was not
necessarily what they did, what the guide books described as splendid was not always so perceived. Black
quotes British visitors as they reflect on their trips, and he discusses what their Italian experiences meant to
them. And he considers the intriguing effects of tourism on British culture during this most exciting of
centuries.
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From reader reviews:

Nancy Rush:

What do you concentrate on book? It is just for students because they're still students or that for all people in
the world, the actual best subject for that? Merely you can be answered for that issue above. Every person
has diverse personality and hobby for each and every other. Don't to be pressured someone or something that
they don't wish do that. You must know how great and important the book Italy and the Grand Tour. All type
of book is it possible to see on many solutions. You can look for the internet solutions or other social media.

Olivia Clinard:

This Italy and the Grand Tour book is absolutely not ordinary book, you have it then the world is in your
hands. The benefit you get by reading this book is actually information inside this book incredible fresh, you
will get details which is getting deeper you read a lot of information you will get. This kind of Italy and the
Grand Tour without we realize teach the one who studying it become critical in imagining and analyzing.
Don't end up being worry Italy and the Grand Tour can bring when you are and not make your handbag
space or bookshelves' come to be full because you can have it within your lovely laptop even cellphone. This
Italy and the Grand Tour having very good arrangement in word along with layout, so you will not really feel
uninterested in reading.

Eric Rodriguez:

Spent a free time to be fun activity to try and do! A lot of people spent their down time with their family, or
their particular friends. Usually they undertaking activity like watching television, going to beach, or picnic
in the park. They actually doing same thing every week. Do you feel it? Would you like to something
different to fill your own personal free time/ holiday? May be reading a book can be option to fill your free
of charge time/ holiday. The first thing that you ask may be what kinds of book that you should read. If you
want to try out look for book, may be the guide untitled Italy and the Grand Tour can be good book to read.
May be it might be best activity to you.

Gloria Engstrom:

Is it anyone who having spare time in that case spend it whole day by means of watching television programs
or just lying down on the bed? Do you need something new? This Italy and the Grand Tour can be the
answer, oh how comes? A book you know. You are consequently out of date, spending your free time by
reading in this fresh era is common not a geek activity. So what these books have than the others?
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