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"Gruenwald’s book will make the same contribution to historical knowledge of the Ohio Valley as Lewis
Atherton’s Frontier Merchant did for our understanding of the mercantile Midwest in the mid-nineteenth
century.... a finely crafted narrative that lets the reader understand that the Ohio River always served more as
an artery, that is, a river of commerce, than a dividing line or boundary." ?R. Douglas Hurt, author of The
Ohio Frontier

River of Enterprise explores the role the Ohio played in the lives of three generations of settlers from the
river’s headwaters at Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania, to the falls at Louisville, Kentucky. Part One examines the
strategies of colonists who coveted lands "Across the Mountains" as space to be conquered. Part Two traces
the emergence of a new region in a valley transformed by commerce as the Ohio River became the artery of
movement in "the Western Country." Part Three reveals how relations between neighbors across the river
cooled as residents of "the Buckeye State" came to regard the river as the boundary between North and
South. From 1790 to 1830, the Ohio River nurtured a regional identity as Americans strove to create an
empire based on the ties of commerce in frontier Ohio and Kentucky, and the backcountry of Pennsylvania
and Virginia.

The book studies the local, regional, and national connections created by merchants by tracing the business
world of the Woodbridge family of Marietta, Ohio. Only as regional commercial concerns gave way to
statewide industrial concerns, and as artificial transportation networks such as canals and railroads
supplanted the river, did those living to the north define the Ohio as a boundary.
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From reader reviews:

Reginald McDade:

Spent a free time to be fun activity to complete! A lot of people spent their spare time with their family, or
their friends. Usually they performing activity like watching television, planning to beach, or picnic inside
park. They actually doing same every week. Do you feel it? Will you something different to fill your own
personal free time/ holiday? Could be reading a book may be option to fill your free time/ holiday. The first
thing that you will ask may be what kinds of guide that you should read. If you want to consider look for
book, may be the publication untitled River of Enterprise: The Commercial Origins of Regional Identity in
the Ohio Valley, 1790-1850 can be great book to read. May be it is usually best activity to you.

Kathleen Bosarge:

People live in this new day of lifestyle always aim to and must have the extra time or they will get wide
range of stress from both everyday life and work. So , when we ask do people have free time, we will say
absolutely yes. People is human not just a robot. Then we consult again, what kind of activity are you
experiencing when the spare time coming to a person of course your answer will certainly unlimited right.
Then do you try this one, reading books. It can be your alternative within spending your spare time, often the
book you have read is actually River of Enterprise: The Commercial Origins of Regional Identity in the Ohio
Valley, 1790-1850.

Virginia Benson:

Reading a book to get new life style in this yr; every people loves to examine a book. When you go through a
book you can get a great deal of benefit. When you read books, you can improve your knowledge, since
book has a lot of information upon it. The information that you will get depend on what sorts of book that
you have read. If you would like get information about your research, you can read education books, but if
you act like you want to entertain yourself read a fiction books, these us novel, comics, and soon. The River
of Enterprise: The Commercial Origins of Regional Identity in the Ohio Valley, 1790-1850 offer you a new
experience in reading through a book.

Sharon Keller:

Reserve is one of source of information. We can add our information from it. Not only for students but
additionally native or citizen will need book to know the change information of year to help year. As we
know those books have many advantages. Beside we all add our knowledge, may also bring us to around the
world. Through the book River of Enterprise: The Commercial Origins of Regional Identity in the Ohio
Valley, 1790-1850 we can acquire more advantage. Don't you to be creative people? To get creative person
must like to read a book. Merely choose the best book that ideal with your aim. Don't be doubt to change
your life with that book River of Enterprise: The Commercial Origins of Regional Identity in the Ohio
Valley, 1790-1850. You can more pleasing than now.
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