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Communism was one of the most powerful political and intellectual movements the world has ever seen. At
the height of their influence, Communists controlled more than a third of the earth's surface. But perhaps
more astonishing than its rapid rise and extraordinary reach was Communism's sudden, devastating collapse
in November of 1989. In The Red Flag, Oxford professor David Priestland tells the epic story of a movement
that has taken root in dozens of countries across two hundred years, from its birth after the French
Revolution to its ideological maturity in nineteenth-century Germany to its rise to dominance (and
subsequent fall) in the twentieth century. Beginning with the first modern Communists in the age of
Robespierre, Priestland examines the motives of thinkers and leaders including Marx, Engels, Lenin, Stalin,
Castro, Che Guevara, Mao, Ho Chi Minh, Gorbachev, and many others. He also asks what it was about
Communism that inspired its rank and file--whether the militants of 1920s Russia, the guerrilla fighters of
China, or the students of Ethiopia--and explores the experience of what it meant to live under Communism
for its millions of subjects. He shows how Communism, in all its varieties, appealed to different societies for
different reasons, in some as a response to inequalities and in others more out of a desire to catch up with the
West. But paradoxically, while destroying one web of inequality, Communist leaders were simultaneously
weaving another. It was this dynamic, together with widespread economic failure and an escalating loss of
faith in the system, that ultimately destroyed Soviet Communism itself. At a time when global capitalism is
in crisis and powerful new political forces have arisen to confront Western democracy, The Red Flag is
essential reading if we are to apply the lessons of the past to navigating the future.
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From reader reviews:

Francisco London:

Now a day folks who Living in the era exactly where everything reachable by talk with the internet and the
resources inside it can be true or not need people to be aware of each data they get. How many people to be
smart in acquiring any information nowadays? Of course the reply is reading a book. Reading a book can
help people out of this uncertainty Information especially this The Red Flag: A History of Communism book
because this book offers you rich info and knowledge. Of course the information in this book hundred
percent guarantees there is no doubt in it you know.

Jennifer Wilson:

Playing with family inside a park, coming to see the sea world or hanging out with friends is thing that
usually you have done when you have spare time, subsequently why you don't try matter that really opposite
from that. One particular activity that make you not sense tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller coaster
you have been ride on and with addition of information. Even you love The Red Flag: A History of
Communism, you may enjoy both. It is very good combination right, you still desire to miss it? What kind of
hang type is it? Oh come on its mind hangout people. What? Still don't get it, oh come on its identified as
reading friends.

Katrina Hering:

Is it an individual who having spare time subsequently spend it whole day by watching television programs
or just resting on the bed? Do you need something totally new? This The Red Flag: A History of
Communism can be the answer, oh how comes? A fresh book you know. You are therefore out of date,
spending your time by reading in this completely new era is common not a nerd activity. So what these
textbooks have than the others?

Nancy Thornton:

In this particular era which is the greater particular person or who has ability to do something more are more
precious than other. Do you want to become among it? It is just simple strategy to have that. What you need
to do is just spending your time almost no but quite enough to have a look at some books. On the list of
books in the top list in your reading list is The Red Flag: A History of Communism. This book that is
certainly qualified as The Hungry Hills can get you closer in turning into precious person. By looking right
up and review this book you can get many advantages.
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