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In this sweeping challenge to the postmodern critiques of psychoanalysis, Joel Whitebook argues for a
reintegration of Freud's uncompromising investigation of the unconscious with the political and
philosophical insights of critical theory. Perversion and Utopia follows in the tradition of Herbert Marcuse's
Eros and Civilization and Paul Ricoeur's Freud and Philosophy. It expands on these books, however, because
of the author's remarkable grasp not only of psychoanalytic studies but also of the contemporary critical
climate; Whitebook, a philosopher and a psychoanalyst, writes with equal facility on both Habermas and
Freud.A central thesis of Perversion and Utopia is that there is an essential affinity between the utopian
impulse and the perverse impulse, in that both reflect a desire to bypass the reality principle that Freud
claimed to define the human condition. The book explores the positive and negative aspects of the
relationship between these impulses, which are ubiquitous features of human life, and the requirements of
civilized social existence.Whitebook steers a course between orthodox psychoanalytic conservatism, which
seeks simply to repress the perverse-utopian impulse in the name of social continuity and cohesion, and those
forms of Freudo-Marxism, postmodernism, and psychoanalytic feminism that advocate its direct and full
expression in the name of emancipation. While he demonstrates the limitations of the current textual
approaches to Freud, especially those influenced by Lacan, Whitebook also enlists the lessons of
psychoanalysis to counteract the excessive rationalism of the Habermasian brand of critical theory, thus
making a substantial contribution to current discussions within critical theory itself. His analysis and
interpretation of perversion, narcissism, sublimation, and ego bring new insight to these central and thorny
issues in Freud, and his discussions of Adorno, Marcuse, Castoriadis, Habermas, Ricoeur, Lacan, and others
are equally penetrating.
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From reader reviews:

Patricia Howard:

Do you have favorite book? Should you have, what is your favorite's book? Guide is very important thing for
us to learn everything in the world. Each book has different aim or maybe goal; it means that book has
different type. Some people experience enjoy to spend their time for you to read a book. They can be reading
whatever they consider because their hobby is actually reading a book. What about the person who don't like
reading a book? Sometime, person feel need book once they found difficult problem or exercise. Well,
probably you will require this Perversion and Utopia: Studies in Psychoanalysis and Critical Theory (Studies
in Contemporary German Social Thought).

Timothy Roesch:

This Perversion and Utopia: Studies in Psychoanalysis and Critical Theory (Studies in Contemporary
German Social Thought) usually are reliable for you who want to be considered a successful person, why.
The reason why of this Perversion and Utopia: Studies in Psychoanalysis and Critical Theory (Studies in
Contemporary German Social Thought) can be one of the great books you must have will be giving you
more than just simple studying food but feed an individual with information that perhaps will shock your
preceding knowledge. This book will be handy, you can bring it almost everywhere and whenever your
conditions in e-book and printed people. Beside that this Perversion and Utopia: Studies in Psychoanalysis
and Critical Theory (Studies in Contemporary German Social Thought) giving you an enormous of
experience for instance rich vocabulary, giving you demo of critical thinking that we all know it useful in
your day task. So , let's have it and enjoy reading.

Adeline Bonds:

That reserve can make you to feel relax. This kind of book Perversion and Utopia: Studies in Psychoanalysis
and Critical Theory (Studies in Contemporary German Social Thought) was bright colored and of course has
pictures around. As we know that book Perversion and Utopia: Studies in Psychoanalysis and Critical
Theory (Studies in Contemporary German Social Thought) has many kinds or category. Start from kids until
teenagers. For example Naruto or Investigation company Conan you can read and believe that you are the
character on there. So , not at all of book are generally make you bored, any it offers you feel happy, fun and
relax. Try to choose the best book for yourself and try to like reading that will.

Kathryn Kern:

Some people said that they feel uninterested when they reading a e-book. They are directly felt that when
they get a half portions of the book. You can choose often the book Perversion and Utopia: Studies in
Psychoanalysis and Critical Theory (Studies in Contemporary German Social Thought) to make your reading
is interesting. Your current skill of reading talent is developing when you like reading. Try to choose very
simple book to make you enjoy to study it and mingle the feeling about book and examining especially. It is



to be 1st opinion for you to like to start a book and go through it. Beside that the publication Perversion and
Utopia: Studies in Psychoanalysis and Critical Theory (Studies in Contemporary German Social Thought)
can to be your brand new friend when you're really feel alone and confuse in doing what must you're doing
of the time.
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