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Hesh Kestin. Dzanc (Consortium, dist.), $16.95 paper (334p) ISBN 9780976717782

"From the author of the short fiction collection Based on a True Story comes a vibrant, hilarious addition to
the genre of mob tragicomedy. Twenty-year-old Russell Newhouse, a quick-witted scholar and skirt-chaser,
has New York’s organized crime scene thrust upon him by a man called Shushan “Shoeshine” Cats, who
interrupts a meeting of a Brooklyn Jewish men’s society where Russell is serving as secretary. Shushan is in
need of a favor and promptly takes Russell under his wing. What ensues is a classic boy-meets-mob story:
part noir, part comedy, part epic. Kestin’s richly layered characters—a monstrously obese German organized
crime attorney named Frit von Zeppelin, a Jewish Texan who speaks in malapropisms, a dentist who
anglicizes or Yiddishizes his name depending on his mood—are straight out of Dickens; his vivid attention
to the details of place, New York, and time, 1963, is like poetic journalism; and his snappy, concise prose
and dialogue is on par with Raymond Chandler. Kestin zips through Russell’s sexual trysts, dealings in back
rooms of Little Italy restaurants, and encounters with historical events like the JFK assassination with
unflagging humor and insight." (Nov.)

 

Hesh Kestin’s Based on a True Story was a Kansas City Star Top Ten Book of 2008.

Jewish gangsters in 1960s New York City. A fast-paced, funny look at a time when America still seemed
young and moving forward. A smart young man is mentored by the gangster of his time.
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From reader reviews:

Walter Johnson:

Do you have something that that suits you such as book? The book lovers usually prefer to pick book like
comic, brief story and the biggest one is novel. Now, why not seeking The Iron Will of Shoeshine Cats that
give your pleasure preference will be satisfied through reading this book. Reading practice all over the world
can be said as the method for people to know world considerably better then how they react to the world. It
can't be stated constantly that reading behavior only for the geeky man but for all of you who wants to
possibly be success person. So , for all of you who want to start studying as your good habit, it is possible to
pick The Iron Will of Shoeshine Cats become your starter.

Peter Clark:

Don't be worry for anyone who is afraid that this book may filled the space in your house, you could have it
in e-book means, more simple and reachable. This specific The Iron Will of Shoeshine Cats can give you a
lot of buddies because by you checking out this one book you have thing that they don't and make you
actually more like an interesting person. This specific book can be one of one step for you to get success.
This guide offer you information that perhaps your friend doesn't know, by knowing more than various other
make you to be great folks. So , why hesitate? Let's have The Iron Will of Shoeshine Cats.

Linda Pinkerton:

What is your hobby? Have you heard which question when you got scholars? We believe that that concern
was given by teacher to their students. Many kinds of hobby, Every person has different hobby. So you know
that little person including reading or as studying become their hobby. You need to understand that reading is
very important in addition to book as to be the factor. Book is important thing to add you knowledge, except
your teacher or lecturer. You discover good news or update about something by book. A substantial number
of sorts of books that can you choose to adopt be your object. One of them is actually The Iron Will of
Shoeshine Cats.

Bruce Jackson:

A lot of people said that they feel weary when they reading a book. They are directly felt that when they get
a half areas of the book. You can choose typically the book The Iron Will of Shoeshine Cats to make your
own personal reading is interesting. Your skill of reading ability is developing when you such as reading. Try
to choose straightforward book to make you enjoy you just read it and mingle the idea about book and
examining especially. It is to be very first opinion for you to like to open up a book and learn it. Beside that
the publication The Iron Will of Shoeshine Cats can to be a newly purchased friend when you're experience
alone and confuse in doing what must you're doing of that time.
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