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Essay from the year 2012 in the subject English - Literature, Works, grade: 1,0, Johannes Gutenberg
University Mainz (Department of English and Linguistics), course: Introduction to Literary Studies,
language: English, comment: Erstsemesterarbeit , abstract: Much has been written about Mademoiselle Reisz
(in the following abbreviated with Reisz), the independent pianist in Kate Chopin's novel The Awakening.
Critics either interpreted her as Edna Pontellier's "artistic role model" (Seidel, "Painting" 231) or asa
"conjurer” (Giorcelli 137), who is "always dressed in black" (Giorcelli 136) and therefore portrays avivid
contrast to Edna's feminine friend Adéle Ratignolle, who is "aways dressed in white" (Giorcelli 136).
Although Reisz is a secondary character, who only ap-pearsin five chapters (Ch. IX, XVI, XX, XXI, XXX),
the author neverthel ess offers another aspect of her. In the following, this paper will show that Edna attempts
to compensate the loss of her mother by replacing her with a metaphorical mother-figure whom she findsin
Reisz. 1. The Early Motherlessness of Edna Pontellier In order to understand Edna's motivation to find a
mother-figurein Reisz, her child-hood has to be reflected upon. Throughout the novel, the recipient is
granted only little in-formation about Edna's deceased mother, who remains nameless. Joyce Dyer points out
that "[i]t isinteresting that Chopin treats Edna's motherlessness so briefly and, appar—ently, so casualy.
Edna's avoidance of the issue suggests how painful it is' (91-92). Cristina Giorcelli goes further by stating
that "[d]eprived of a mother, Edna could not fully be a daughter” (118). Thus, it is, from a psychological
approach, deducible that the 28 year old protagonist lacks an important step in her identification process. As
Edna confesses to Adéle, she feelslike walking "idly, aimlessly, unthinking and unguided" (Chopin 38). The
link between the lacking guidance and the absent mother isimmediately set when t
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From reader reviews:
Terri Hatfied:

Book isto be different for every grade. Book for children until adult are different content. As you may know
that book is very important usually. The book The Metaphorical Mother-Figure was making you to know
about other understanding and of course you can take more information. It is extremely advantages for you.
The book The Metaphorical Mother-Figure is not only giving you far more new information but also to be
your friend when you truly feel bored. Y ou can spend your current spend time to read your book. Try to
make relationship with the book The Metaphorical Mother-Figure. Y ou never realy feel lose out for
everything when you read some books.

Jose Coleman:

Y our reading sixth sense will not betray you actually, why because this The Metaphorical Mother-Figure e-
book written by well-known writer who really knows well how to make book that could be understand by
anyone who read the book. Written within good manner for you, still dripping wet every ideas and producing
skill only for eliminate your own personal hunger then you still question The Metaphorical Mother-Figure as
good book not simply by the cover but also by the content. Thisis one publication that can break don't
ascertain book by its protect, so do you still needing an additional sixth sense to pick this particular!? Oh
come on your examining sixth sense already told you so why you have to listening to an additional sixth
sense.

Macie Austin:

A lot of guide has printed but it differs. Y ou can get it by net on social media. Y ou can choose the best book
for you, science, comedy, novel, or whatever by searching from it. It is named of book The Metaphorical
Mother-Figure. Y ou can include your knowledge by it. Without making the printed book, it may add your
knowledge and make a person happier to read. It is most crucia that, you must aware about publication. It
can bring you from one destination for a other place.

Keith Robertson:

Guideis one of source of knowledge. We can add our know-how from it. Not only for students but native or
citizen have to have book to know the revise information of year for you to year. As we know those guides
have many advantages. Beside we all add our knowledge, also can bring us to around the world. By the book
The Metaphorical Mother-Figure we can acquire more advantage. Don't one to be creative people? To get
creative person must prefer to read a book. Only choose the best book that suitable with your aim. Don't
possibly be doubt to change your life at thistime book The Metaphorical Mother-Figure. Y ou can more
appealing than now.
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