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“I ask myself: Would I have been any worse off if I had stayed home or lived on a farm instead of shock
treatments and medication?” – Gene Tierney

“I was fine when it came to cheering up others, not so fine with myself.” – Gene Tierney

A lot of ink has been spilled covering the lives of history’s most influential figures, but how much of the
forest is lost for the trees? In Charles River Editors’ American Legends series, readers can get caught up to
speed on the lives of America’s most important men and women in the time it takes to finish a commute,
while learning interesting facts long forgotten or never known.

When people are asked to list the pros and cons of a star in Hollywood, there’s a good chance that Gene
Tierney lived all of the highs and lows they would come up with. In many ways, Tierney had the prototypical
career of an actress who experienced the best that Hollywood had to offer and got caught up with some of its
most notorious pitfalls.

With beauty queen looks, Tierney was almost immediately marked for success as an actress once she was
discovered, and after just a year on Broadway, she was making her film debut around her 20th birthday. But
once she seemed to be on the road to instant fame, her early career faltered, and all the while, she felt the
stress and pressure to look her best, including adhering to a strict diet to maintain weight. She also became a
heavy smoker in an attempt to lower her voice, which she complained made her sound too much like “an
angry Minnie Mouse.”

Tierney was a major star in her 20s, was one of World War II’s most notable pinups, and she was also
nominated for an Academy Award for Best Actress by the age of 25, but life off the screen continued to
cause her problems. By the time she was in her 30s, Tierney was struggling with severe bouts of depression,
which led to her being institutionalized and even receiving electroshock therapy. Tierney hated the shock
therapy and complained that it led to memory loss, and she once bitterly remarked, “I existed in a world that
never is - the prison of the mind.”

On top of that, she suffered at least one miscarriage and gave birth to a premature baby that had mental
handicaps in part because Tierney had contracted rubella, possibly from a fan who came into close contact
with her. Struggling to cope with it all, Tierney attempted suicide, and after being committed yet again, her
acting career was almost over.

Tierney attempted a comeback of sorts in the 1960s, but after just a few projects, she was all but through
with acting, making just one more appearance in a TV miniseries in 1980. In one final blow brought about in
part due to her acting career, Tierney died of emphysema when she was 70, a disease caused by the smoking
habit she had taken up in order to further herself in Hollywood.

American Legends: The Life of Red Skelton chronicles the life and career of one of America’s most famous



actresses. Along with pictures of important people, places, and events, you will learn about Gene Tierney
like never before, in no time at all.
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From reader reviews:

Kimberly Gomez:

The book American Legends: The Life of Gene Tierney make you feel enjoy for your spare time. You
should use to make your capable more increase. Book can being your best friend when you getting anxiety or
having big problem together with your subject. If you can make looking at a book American Legends: The
Life of Gene Tierney to be your habit, you can get a lot more advantages, like add your personal capable,
increase your knowledge about some or all subjects. You can know everything if you like open up and read a
book American Legends: The Life of Gene Tierney. Kinds of book are a lot of. It means that, science reserve
or encyclopedia or other folks. So , how do you think about this guide?

Marsha Bridges:

The knowledge that you get from American Legends: The Life of Gene Tierney may be the more deep you
digging the information that hide inside the words the more you get considering reading it. It doesn't mean
that this book is hard to comprehend but American Legends: The Life of Gene Tierney giving you enjoyment
feeling of reading. The copy writer conveys their point in certain way that can be understood by anyone who
read that because the author of this publication is well-known enough. That book also makes your current
vocabulary increase well. It is therefore easy to understand then can go along, both in printed or e-book style
are available. We suggest you for having this American Legends: The Life of Gene Tierney instantly.

Stacia Cobb:

Reading a book to become new life style in this year; every people loves to examine a book. When you learn
a book you can get a great deal of benefit. When you read textbooks, you can improve your knowledge,
because book has a lot of information upon it. The information that you will get depend on what forms of
book that you have read. If you would like get information about your examine, you can read education
books, but if you act like you want to entertain yourself read a fiction books, these us novel, comics, along
with soon. The American Legends: The Life of Gene Tierney offer you a new experience in reading a book.

Jackie Frost:

Reading a publication make you to get more knowledge as a result. You can take knowledge and information
from a book. Book is published or printed or descriptive from each source that filled update of news. Within
this modern era like right now, many ways to get information are available for a person. From media social
similar to newspaper, magazines, science book, encyclopedia, reference book, new and comic. You can add
your understanding by that book. Ready to spend your spare time to spread out your book? Or just seeking
the American Legends: The Life of Gene Tierney when you essential it?
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