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The Order of St John, or Knights of Malta, was founded in Jerusalem in the 1070s as a hospice for pilgrims.
During the Crusades it developed a military and subsequently a political role, and in succeeding centuries
influenced and interfered considerably in the diplomatic and religious history of Europe. It sill survives
today, in a somewhat mysterious form. However, there is no complete history of the Order, in any language,
nor has any attention been paid to the Order's considerable artistic legacy. In this book, Sire describes the
history and origins of the Knights of St John, examining as well other aspects, including the important
Hospitaller castles of the medieval period, such as Crac des Chevaliers; the Priories of the order established
throughout Europe, with their art and architecture; the role played by the Knights in the history of their
respective countries; and the art (portraiture, jewellery, illuminated manuscripts - much of which is
illustrated here) collected by the Knights. In the final section, Sire describes the conquest of Malta by
Napoleon, looks at an episode in the 1950s when a Catholic cardinal tried to subject the order to Vatican
control, and finishes by describing the modern version of the Order.
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From reader reviews:

Kathleen Elder:

Do you have favorite book? In case you have, what is your favorite's book? Publication is very important
thing for us to find out everything in the world. Each reserve has different aim or even goal; it means that
guide has different type. Some people really feel enjoy to spend their time for you to read a book. They can
be reading whatever they acquire because their hobby is definitely reading a book. How about the person
who don't like reading through a book? Sometime, particular person feel need book once they found difficult
problem or maybe exercise. Well, probably you'll have this The Knights of Malta.

Kristi Goins:

Inside other case, little folks like to read book The Knights of Malta. You can choose the best book if you
appreciate reading a book. Given that we know about how is important any book The Knights of Malta. You
can add knowledge and of course you can around the world by just a book. Absolutely right, due to the fact
from book you can recognize everything! From your country until eventually foreign or abroad you will be
known. About simple point until wonderful thing it is possible to know that. In this era, we are able to open a
book or perhaps searching by internet product. It is called e-book. You need to use it when you feel
uninterested to go to the library. Let's learn.

Lisa Cook:

In this 21st century, people become competitive in each way. By being competitive today, people have do
something to make all of them survives, being in the middle of often the crowded place and notice by
surrounding. One thing that oftentimes many people have underestimated it for a while is reading. Yes, by
reading a e-book your ability to survive increase then having chance to stay than other is high. For you who
want to start reading a book, we give you that The Knights of Malta book as starter and daily reading e-book.
Why, because this book is usually more than just a book.

Nichelle Shive:

Is it anyone who having spare time then spend it whole day by means of watching television programs or just
laying on the bed? Do you need something new? This The Knights of Malta can be the solution, oh how
comes? The new book you know. You are consequently out of date, spending your free time by reading in
this new era is common not a nerd activity. So what these publications have than the others?
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