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In the early 1960s, whenever the Today Show discussed integration, wlbt-tv, the nbc affiliate in Jackson,
Mississippi, cut away to local news after announcing that the Today Show content was “network news . . .
represent[ing] the views of the northern press.” This was only one part of a larger effort by wlbt and other
local stations to keep African Americans and integrationists off Jackson’s television screens. Watching Jim
Crow presents the vivid story of the successful struggles of African Americans to achieve representation in
the tv programming of Jackson, a city many considered one of the strongest bastions of Jim Crow
segregation. Steven D. Classen provides a detailed social history of media activism and communications
policy during the civil rights era. He focuses on the years between 1955—when Medgar Evers and the naacp
began urging the two local stations, wlbt and wjtv, to stop censoring African Americans and discussions of
integration—and 1969, when the U.S. Court of Appeals issued a landmark decision denying wlbt renewal of
its operating license.

During the 1990s, Classen conducted extensive interviews with more than two dozen African Americans
living in Jackson, several of whom, decades earlier, had fought to integrate television programming. He
draws on these interviews not only to illuminate their perceptions—of the civil rights movement, what they
accomplished, and the present as compared with the past—but also to reveal the inadequate representation of
their viewpoints in the legal proceedings surrounding wlbt’s licensing. The story told in Watching Jim Crow
has significant implications today, not least because the Telecommunications Act of 1996 effectively undid
many of the hard-won reforms achieved by activists—including those whose stories Classen relates here.
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From reader reviews:

Shawn Hodgin:

Typically the book Watching Jim Crow: The Struggles over Mississippi TV, 1955–1969 (Console-ing
Passions) will bring one to the new experience of reading the book. The author style to explain the idea is
very unique. If you try to find new book to read, this book very ideal to you. The book Watching Jim Crow:
The Struggles over Mississippi TV, 1955–1969 (Console-ing Passions) is much recommended to you to
study. You can also get the e-book from the official web site, so you can quickly to read the book.

Christopher Larsen:

You are able to spend your free time to read this book this publication. This Watching Jim Crow: The
Struggles over Mississippi TV, 1955–1969 (Console-ing Passions) is simple to bring you can read it in the
playground, in the beach, train along with soon. If you did not get much space to bring the actual printed
book, you can buy the e-book. It is make you better to read it. You can save the actual book in your smart
phone. And so there are a lot of benefits that you will get when one buys this book.

April Cotton:

Do you like reading a publication? Confuse to looking for your chosen book? Or your book was rare? Why
so many problem for the book? But any kind of people feel that they enjoy regarding reading. Some people
likes studying, not only science book but in addition novel and Watching Jim Crow: The Struggles over
Mississippi TV, 1955–1969 (Console-ing Passions) or maybe others sources were given information for you.
After you know how the good a book, you feel would like to read more and more. Science reserve was
created for teacher or even students especially. Those publications are helping them to add their knowledge.
In various other case, beside science guide, any other book likes Watching Jim Crow: The Struggles over
Mississippi TV, 1955–1969 (Console-ing Passions) to make your spare time considerably more colorful.
Many types of book like this.

John Stewart:

Some individuals said that they feel bored when they reading a e-book. They are directly felt that when they
get a half regions of the book. You can choose the actual book Watching Jim Crow: The Struggles over
Mississippi TV, 1955–1969 (Console-ing Passions) to make your own personal reading is interesting. Your
own personal skill of reading proficiency is developing when you similar to reading. Try to choose very
simple book to make you enjoy to see it and mingle the feeling about book and studying especially. It is to be
very first opinion for you to like to open up a book and examine it. Beside that the e-book Watching Jim
Crow: The Struggles over Mississippi TV, 1955–1969 (Console-ing Passions) can to be your brand-new
friend when you're feel alone and confuse with what must you're doing of these time.
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