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Since the publication of Eliza May Butler's Tyranny of Greece over Germany in 1935, the obsession of the
German educated elite with the ancient Greeks has become an accepted, if severely underanalyzed, cliché. In
Down from Olympus, Suzanne Marchand attempts to come to grips with German Graecophilia, not as a
private passion but as an institutionally generated and preserved cultural trope. The book argues that
nineteenth-century philhellenes inherited both an elitist, normative aesthetics and an ascetic, scholarly ethos
from their Romantic predecessors; German "neohumanists" promised to reconcile these intellectual
commitments, and by so doing, to revitalize education and the arts. Focusing on the history of classical
archaeology, Marchand shows how the injunction to imitate Greek art was made the basis for new, state-
funded cultural institutions. Tracing interactions between scholars and policymakers that made possible
grand-scale cultural feats like the acquisition of the Pergamum Altar, she underscores both the gains in
specialized knowledge and the failures in social responsibility that were the distinctive products of German
neohumanism.

This book discusses intellectual and institutional aspects of archaeology and philhellenism, giving extensive
treatment to the history of prehistorical archaeology and German "orientalism." Marchand traces the history
of the study, excavation, and exhibition of Greek art as a means to confront the social, cultural, and political
consequences of the specialization of scholarship in the last two centuries.
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From reader reviews:

Linda Christopher:

This book untitled Down from Olympus: Archaeology and Philhellenism in Germany, 1750-1970 to be one
of several books that best seller in this year, that's because when you read this e-book you can get a lot of
benefit in it. You will easily to buy this particular book in the book store or you can order it by using online.
The publisher with this book sells the e-book too. It makes you more easily to read this book, as you can read
this book in your Smartphone. So there is no reason to your account to past this e-book from your list.

Larry Boggs:

The reserve with title Down from Olympus: Archaeology and Philhellenism in Germany, 1750-1970 has lot
of information that you can learn it. You can get a lot of profit after read this book. This kind of book exist
new expertise the information that exist in this e-book represented the condition of the world right now. That
is important to yo7u to find out how the improvement of the world. This book will bring you in new era of
the globalization. You can read the e-book with your smart phone, so you can read the idea anywhere you
want.

Robin Holloway:

Are you kind of active person, only have 10 or 15 minute in your moment to upgrading your mind skill or
thinking skill perhaps analytical thinking? Then you have problem with the book when compared with can
satisfy your limited time to read it because all of this time you only find publication that need more time to
be examine. Down from Olympus: Archaeology and Philhellenism in Germany, 1750-1970 can be your
answer as it can be read by an individual who have those short extra time problems.

Hector Duggan:

With this era which is the greater individual or who has ability in doing something more are more important
than other. Do you want to become certainly one of it? It is just simple way to have that. What you are
related is just spending your time almost no but quite enough to get a look at some books. On the list of
books in the top list in your reading list is Down from Olympus: Archaeology and Philhellenism in
Germany, 1750-1970. This book which can be qualified as The Hungry Mountains can get you closer in
getting precious person. By looking way up and review this reserve you can get many advantages.
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