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This book, by one of Italy's most important and original contemporary philosophers, represents a broad,
general, and ambitious undertaking—nothing less than an attempt to rethink the nature of poetic language
and to rearticulate relationships among theology, poetry, and philosophy in a tradition of literature initiated
by Dante.

The author presents "literature" as a set of formal or linguistic genres that discuss or develop theological
issues at a certain distance from the discourse of theology. This distance begins to appear in Virgil and Ovid,
but it becomes decisive in Dante and in his decision to write in the vernacular. His vernacular Italian reaches
back through classical allusion to the Latin that was in his day the language of theology, but it does so with a
difference. It is no accident that in the Commedia Virgil is Dante's guide.

The book opens with a discussion of just how Dante's poem is a "comedy," and it concludes with a
discussion of the "ends of poetry" in a variety of senses: enjambment at the ends of lines, the concluding
lines of poems, and the end of poetry as a mode of writing this sort of literature. Of course, to have poetry
"end" does not mean that people stop writing it, but that literature passes into a period in which it is
concerned with its own ending, with its own bounds and limits, historical and otherwise.

Though most of the essays make specific reference to various authors of the Italian literary tradition
(including Dante, Polifilo, Pascoli, Delfini, and Caproni), they transcend the confines of Italian literature and
engage several other literary and philosophical authors (Plato, Aristotle, the Stoics, Boethius, the Provençal
poets, Mallarmé, and Hölderlin, among others).
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From reader reviews:

Veronica Lopez:

The book The End of the Poem: Studies in Poetics (Meridian: Crossing Aesthetics) can give more
knowledge and information about everything you want. So why must we leave the good thing like a book
The End of the Poem: Studies in Poetics (Meridian: Crossing Aesthetics)? Some of you have a different
opinion about publication. But one aim in which book can give many details for us. It is absolutely correct.
Right now, try to closer together with your book. Knowledge or details that you take for that, you could give
for each other; you may share all of these. Book The End of the Poem: Studies in Poetics (Meridian:
Crossing Aesthetics) has simple shape but the truth is know: it has great and massive function for you. You
can appearance the enormous world by available and read a book. So it is very wonderful.

Mary Kidd:

Here thing why this specific The End of the Poem: Studies in Poetics (Meridian: Crossing Aesthetics) are
different and reputable to be yours. First of all reading through a book is good however it depends in the
content of it which is the content is as yummy as food or not. The End of the Poem: Studies in Poetics
(Meridian: Crossing Aesthetics) giving you information deeper and in different ways, you can find any
reserve out there but there is no e-book that similar with The End of the Poem: Studies in Poetics (Meridian:
Crossing Aesthetics). It gives you thrill studying journey, its open up your eyes about the thing this happened
in the world which is perhaps can be happened around you. It is easy to bring everywhere like in park, café,
or even in your method home by train. In case you are having difficulties in bringing the imprinted book
maybe the form of The End of the Poem: Studies in Poetics (Meridian: Crossing Aesthetics) in e-book can be
your alternative.

Shirley Davenport:

A lot of people always spent their free time to vacation or maybe go to the outside with them family or their
friend. Do you realize? Many a lot of people spent they free time just watching TV, or even playing video
games all day long. If you wish to try to find a new activity honestly, that is look different you can read a
book. It is really fun to suit your needs. If you enjoy the book you read you can spent the whole day to
reading a book. The book The End of the Poem: Studies in Poetics (Meridian: Crossing Aesthetics) it is
extremely good to read. There are a lot of people who recommended this book. They were enjoying reading
this book. When you did not have enough space bringing this book you can buy typically the e-book. You
can m0ore easily to read this book from a smart phone. The price is not too costly but this book offers high
quality.

Eric Saunders:

Is it an individual who having spare time and then spend it whole day through watching television programs
or just lying on the bed? Do you need something totally new? This The End of the Poem: Studies in Poetics



(Meridian: Crossing Aesthetics) can be the reply, oh how comes? A book you know. You are therefore out of
date, spending your free time by reading in this brand new era is common not a geek activity. So what these
books have than the others?
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