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“Therefore the bishop has the power of the order, i.e., the ministry of Word and sacraments; he also has the
power of jurisdiction, i.e., the authority to excommunicate those guilty of open crimes, and again to absolve
them if they are converted and seek absolution.” (Apology XXVIII) In June 2006, the Evangelical Lutheran
Diocese of North America (ELDoNA) was organized by a group of confessional Lutheran pastors serving
independent congregations who were alarmed by the lack of faithful doctrine and practice manifest in the
existing synods in North America. The founding pastors of the diocese recognized that a lack of pastoral
oversight was one of the most significant factors contributing to the decline of Lutheran doctrine and
practice. Therefore, the diocese was organized with an episcopal polity, with a bishop who would be
responsible for exercising pastoral oversight among the pastors of the diocese, just as the pastors themselves
were responsible for the oversight of their respective parishes. Pastor Rutowicz was among the founding
pastors of the diocese. This volume contains three of his essays which helped shape the diocese's
understanding of the episcopal office, as that office is set forth in the Book of Concord and historic Lutheran
practice. This volume also contains the ELDoNA Charter, the Niles and Malone Theses, and the diocesan
Rite of Consecration. Pastor Rutowicz serves at St. Boniface Lutheran Church in Niles, Michigan.
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From reader reviews:

Charles Ginter:

Why don't make it to become your habit? Right now, try to prepare your time to do the important take action,
like looking for your favorite guide and reading a reserve. Beside you can solve your problem; you can add
your knowledge by the publication entitled Holding Fast the Faithful Word: Episcopacy and the Office of the
Holy Ministry in the Evangelical Lutheran Diocese of North America. Try to stumble through book Holding
Fast the Faithful Word: Episcopacy and the Office of the Holy Ministry in the Evangelical Lutheran Diocese
of North America as your pal. It means that it can being your friend when you feel alone and beside that
course make you smarter than previously. Yeah, it is very fortuned in your case. The book makes you more
confidence because you can know anything by the book. So , let's make new experience in addition to
knowledge with this book.

Lynn Kelley:

What do you consider book? It is just for students since they're still students or the item for all people in the
world, exactly what the best subject for that? Simply you can be answered for that concern above. Every
person has distinct personality and hobby for each and every other. Don't to be pressured someone or
something that they don't need do that. You must know how great in addition to important the book Holding
Fast the Faithful Word: Episcopacy and the Office of the Holy Ministry in the Evangelical Lutheran Diocese
of North America. All type of book could you see on many sources. You can look for the internet sources or
other social media.

Sandra Conaway:

A lot of people always spent their very own free time to vacation or maybe go to the outside with them
family members or their friend. Are you aware? Many a lot of people spent they will free time just watching
TV, or maybe playing video games all day long. If you need to try to find a new activity honestly, that is
look different you can read a book. It is really fun for you personally. If you enjoy the book that you simply
read you can spent all day long to reading a reserve. The book Holding Fast the Faithful Word: Episcopacy
and the Office of the Holy Ministry in the Evangelical Lutheran Diocese of North America it is very good to
read. There are a lot of people that recommended this book. These were enjoying reading this book. When
you did not have enough space bringing this book you can buy often the e-book. You can m0ore simply to
read this book out of your smart phone. The price is not too costly but this book features high quality.

Christine Knox:

Do you have something that you enjoy such as book? The publication lovers usually prefer to select book
like comic, limited story and the biggest you are novel. Now, why not hoping Holding Fast the Faithful
Word: Episcopacy and the Office of the Holy Ministry in the Evangelical Lutheran Diocese of North
America that give your pleasure preference will be satisfied by reading this book. Reading practice all over



the world can be said as the means for people to know world considerably better then how they react in the
direction of the world. It can't be said constantly that reading practice only for the geeky man but for all of
you who wants to be success person. So , for all of you who want to start reading through as your good habit,
you can pick Holding Fast the Faithful Word: Episcopacy and the Office of the Holy Ministry in the
Evangelical Lutheran Diocese of North America become your own personal starter.
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