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As ancient literature and a cornerstone of the Christian faith, the New Testament has exerted a powerful
religious and cultural impact. But how much do we really know about its origins? Who were the people who
actually wrote the sacred texts that became part of the Christian Bible? The New Testament: A Very Short
Introduction authoritatively addresses these questions, offering a fresh perspective on the underpinnings of
this profoundly influential collection of writings.
In this concise, engaging book, noted New Testament scholar Luke Timothy Johnson takes readers on a
journey back to the time of the early Roman Empire, when the New Testament was written in ordinary Greek
(koine) by the first Christians. The author explains how the Gospels, Acts of the Apostles, and Revelation
evolved into the canon of sacred writings for the Christian religion, and how they reflect a reinterpretation of
the symbolic world and societal forces of first-century Greco-Roman and Jewish life. Equally important,
readers will find both a positive and critical reading of the New Testament--one that looks beyond its
theological orientation to reveal an often-surprising diversity of viewpoints. This one-of-a-kind introduction
engages four distinct dimensions of the earliest Christian writings--anthropological, historical, religious, and
literary--to provide readers with a broad conceptual and factual framework. In addition, the book takes an in-
depth look at compositions that have proven to be particularly relevant over the centuries, including Paul's
letters to the Corinthians and Romans and the Gospels of John, Mark, Matthew, and Luke.
Ideal for general readers and students alike, this fascinating resource characterizes the writing of the New
Testament not as an unknowable abstraction or the product of divine intervention, but as an act of human
creativity by people whose real experiences, convictions, and narratives shaped modern Christianity.
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From reader reviews:

Shirley Frazier:

The ability that you get from The New Testament: A Very Short Introduction (Very Short Introductions)
could be the more deep you looking the information that hide into the words the more you get serious about
reading it. It doesn't mean that this book is hard to be aware of but The New Testament: A Very Short
Introduction (Very Short Introductions) giving you excitement feeling of reading. The writer conveys their
point in a number of way that can be understood by anyone who read it because the author of this e-book is
well-known enough. This book also makes your own personal vocabulary increase well. That makes it easy
to understand then can go to you, both in printed or e-book style are available. We highly recommend you
for having this particular The New Testament: A Very Short Introduction (Very Short Introductions)
instantly.

Graciela Tubbs:

Spent a free a chance to be fun activity to try and do! A lot of people spent their sparetime with their family,
or their friends. Usually they carrying out activity like watching television, about to beach, or picnic inside
park. They actually doing same task every week. Do you feel it? Do you wish to something different to fill
your free time/ holiday? Could possibly be reading a book might be option to fill your free of charge time/
holiday. The first thing that you will ask may be what kinds of e-book that you should read. If you want to
try look for book, may be the e-book untitled The New Testament: A Very Short Introduction (Very Short
Introductions) can be fine book to read. May be it can be best activity to you.

Agatha Roughton:

The book untitled The New Testament: A Very Short Introduction (Very Short Introductions) contain a lot of
information on this. The writer explains your girlfriend idea with easy technique. The language is very clear
to see all the people, so do certainly not worry, you can easy to read the idea. The book was compiled by
famous author. The author will take you in the new period of time of literary works. You can read this book
because you can please read on your smart phone, or device, so you can read the book throughout anywhere
and anytime. In a situation you wish to purchase the e-book, you can wide open their official web-site as well
as order it. Have a nice go through.

Milan Allen:

In this age globalization it is important to someone to acquire information. The information will make you to
definitely understand the condition of the world. The healthiness of the world makes the information easier
to share. You can find a lot of recommendations to get information example: internet, classifieds, book, and
soon. You can observe that now, a lot of publisher this print many kinds of book. The particular book that
recommended to you personally is The New Testament: A Very Short Introduction (Very Short
Introductions) this guide consist a lot of the information on the condition of this world now. That book was



represented just how can the world has grown up. The terminology styles that writer make usage of to
explain it is easy to understand. The particular writer made some investigation when he makes this book.
This is why this book acceptable all of you.
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