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The Spirit of Laws is one of the most influential books of all time. This masterpiece of political philosophy
was widely read throughout Europe, attracted an especially enthusiastic readership in England, and had a
profound effect on the framers of the American Constitution. Montesquieu (1689-1755), already famous and
controversial through his Persian Letters, a work of his youth in which he humorously satirized the foibles of
French society, turned in his later years to this serious treatise on the nature of law. But though the subject
itself was profound, this gravitas did not inhibit the famous Montesquieu wit. Master of the pithy bon mot, he
managed to survey a great deal of political and philosophical territory while keeping his readers charmed
with memorable and artfully turned phrases. "Liberty," he says, "consists in the ability to do what one ought
to desire and in not being forced to do what one ought not to desire." Concerning the unpopularity of the
English in France, he says it is due to their arrogance, which is such that even in peace "they seem to
negotiate with none but enemies."

The scope of this masterful work is truly prodigious. Montesquieu explores the essentials of good
government; compares and contrasts despotism, monarchy, and democracy; and discusses the factors that
lead to corruption of governments. Among the many other topics considered are education of the citizenry,
crime and punishment, abuse of power and of liberty, individual rights, taxation, slavery, the role of women,
the influence of climate on the temper of a people and their form of government, commerce, religion, and a
host of additional subjects.

The Spirit of Laws is essential and genuinely enjoyable reading for anyone interested in the development of
democracy.
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From reader reviews:

Virgina Scheffer:

The book The Spirit of Laws (Contemporary Issues (Prometheus)) give you a sense of feeling enjoy for your
spare time. You can utilize to make your capable much more increase. Book can being your best friend when
you getting strain or having big problem using your subject. If you can make reading a book The Spirit of
Laws (Contemporary Issues (Prometheus)) to be your habit, you can get more advantages, like add your
personal capable, increase your knowledge about a number of or all subjects. It is possible to know
everything if you like open and read a guide The Spirit of Laws (Contemporary Issues (Prometheus)). Kinds
of book are several. It means that, science guide or encyclopedia or some others. So , how do you think about
this guide?

Adam Perlman:

The Spirit of Laws (Contemporary Issues (Prometheus)) can be one of your nice books that are good idea.
Most of us recommend that straight away because this reserve has good vocabulary that could increase your
knowledge in vocabulary, easy to understand, bit entertaining but still delivering the information. The article
author giving his/her effort to put every word into satisfaction arrangement in writing The Spirit of Laws
(Contemporary Issues (Prometheus)) nevertheless doesn't forget the main position, giving the reader the
hottest along with based confirm resource info that maybe you can be one of it. This great information can
easily drawn you into fresh stage of crucial considering.

Nathan Weaver:

In this period globalization it is important to someone to acquire information. The information will make
anyone to understand the condition of the world. The healthiness of the world makes the information better
to share. You can find a lot of recommendations to get information example: internet, classifieds, book, and
soon. You can observe that now, a lot of publisher that print many kinds of book. Often the book that
recommended for you is The Spirit of Laws (Contemporary Issues (Prometheus)) this book consist a lot of
the information on the condition of this world now. This particular book was represented so why is the world
has grown up. The vocabulary styles that writer use to explain it is easy to understand. The actual writer
made some analysis when he makes this book. That is why this book suited all of you.

Elizabeth Acker:

As we know that book is essential thing to add our information for everything. By a reserve we can know
everything we want. A book is a set of written, printed, illustrated or perhaps blank sheet. Every year was
exactly added. This publication The Spirit of Laws (Contemporary Issues (Prometheus)) was filled regarding
science. Spend your time to add your knowledge about your scientific research competence. Some people
has several feel when they reading some sort of book. If you know how big advantage of a book, you can
feel enjoy to read a guide. In the modern era like today, many ways to get book that you just wanted.
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