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Cars are the scourge of civilization, responsible for everything from suburban sprawl and urban decay to
environmental devastation and rampant climate change—not to mention our slavish dependence on foreign
oil from dubious sources abroad. Add the astonishing price in human lives that we pay for our
automobility—some thirty million people were killed in car accidents during the twentieth century—plus the
countless number of hours we waste in gridlock traffic commuting to work, running errands, picking up our
kids, and searching for parking, and one can’t help but ask: Haven't we had enough already? After a century
behind the wheel, could we be reaching the end of the automotive age?

From the Model T to the SUV, Autophobia reveals that our vexed relationship with the automobile is nothing
new—in fact, debates over whether cars are forces of good or evil in our world have raged for over a century
now, ever since the automobile was invented. According to Brian Ladd, this love and hate relationship we
share with our carsisthe defining quality of the automotive age. And everyone has an opinion about them,
from the industry shills, oil barons, and radical libertarians who offer cars blithe paeans and deny their ill
effects, to the technophaobes, treehuggers, and killjoys who curse cars, ignoring the very real freedoms and
benefits they provide us. Focusing in particular on our world's cities, and spanning settings as varied as belle
epoque Paris, Nazi Germany, postwar London, Los Angeles, New Y ork, and the smoggy Shanghai of today,
Ladd explores this love and hate relationship throughout, acknowledging adherents and detractors of the
automobile aike.

Eisenhower, Hitler, Jan and Dean, J. G. Ballard, Ralph Nader, OPEC, and, of course, cars, all come into play

in this wide-ranging but remarkably wry and pithy book. A dazzling display of erudition, Autophobiais
cultural commentary at its most compelling, history at its most searching—and a surprising page-turner.
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From reader reviews:
Jeffrey Paolucci:

Book isto be different per grade. Book for children until eventually adult are different content. Asyou may
know that book is very important for all of us. The book Autophobia: Love and Hate in the Automotive Age
was making you to know about other knowledge and of course you can take more information. Itis
extremely advantages for you. The reserve Autophobia: Love and Hate in the Automotive Ageis not only
giving you more new information but also to become your friend when you really feel bored. Y ou can spend
your current spend time to read your reserve. Try to make relationship with the book Autophobia: Love and
Hate in the Automotive Age. Y ou never truly feel lose out for everything in case you read some books.

James Brown:

The book with title Autophobia: Love and Hate in the Automotive Age includes alot of information that you
can find out it. Y ou can get alot of gain after read this book. This book exist new expertise the information
that exist in this reserve represented the condition of the world today. That isimportant to yo7u to be aware
of how the improvement of the world. That book will bring you with new era of the internationalization. Y ou
can read the e-book with your smart phone, so you can read that anywhere you want.

Derrick Tompkins:

Reading can called thoughts hangout, why? Because if you find yourself reading a book particularly book
entitled Autophobia: Love and Hate in the Automative Age your brain will drift away trough every
dimension, wandering in every single aspect that maybe unknown for but surely will become your mind
friends. Imaging each and every word written in a publication then become one form conclusion and
explanation which maybe you never get prior to. The Autophobia: Love and Hate in the Automotive Age
giving you a different experience more than blown away your head but also giving you useful information
for your better life on this era. So now let us show you the relaxing pattern the following is your body and
mind will probably be pleased when you are finished examining it, like winning a casino game. Do you want
to try this extraordinary investing spare time activity?

Veronica Gregor:

Do you have something that you like such as book? The guide lovers usually prefer to select book like
comic, small story and the biggest an example may be novel. Now, why not striving Autophobia: Love and
Hate in the Automotive Age that give your entertainment preference will be satisfied by reading this book.
Reading behavior all over the world can be said as the way for people to know world much better then how
they react when it comes to the world. It can't be said constantly that reading habit only for the geeky man or
woman but for all of you who wants to end up being success person. So , for all of you who want to start
reading as your good habit, you could pick Autophobia: Love and Hate in the Automotive Age become your
current starter.
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