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Nearly everywhere and at all times, marriage has enjoyed a privileged status as the primary social unit--the
essential bond that created alliances between families and a bridge between the sexes. In joining a man and
woman, marriage attempted to hold men to collective social standards, including responsibility for the
women they impregnated and the children they fathered, while also stringently hedging in women's
sexuality. In short, marriage has always demanded that both men and women sacrifice a considerable
measure of individual freedom. In marriage, "1" becomes "we," and "we" frequently extends beyond the
couple to extended family, clan, and society. For these reasons, both political and religious authorities
typically have taken great care to present marriage as an institution to which individual interests must be
subordinated. At the time of her death in January 2007, the celebrated historian Elizabeth Fox-Genovese was
worried that these attitudes were in the process of being reversed. In this book, which she was in the midst of
preparing for publication at the time of her passing, she argues that marriage is disintegrating under therising
demands that it serve not the good of the whole but the desires of the individual. A union that at one point
was used to limit individual "rights" is now claimed as one right among many. The sexual liberation
movements of the last forty years have seriously undermined marriage, argues Fox-Genovese, so much so
that the institution seems to face the threat of extinction. Even so, she writes, "Marriage for love--the promise
of an enduring and engulfing bond between a man and awoman--is a dream that refusesto die. . . . It till
promises that we will finally be loved as we long to be loved." That dream is the ultimate theme of this book,
afitting codato Elizabeth Fox-Genovese's distinguished career.
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From reader reviews:
David Lussier:

What do you with regards to book? It is not important to you? Or just adding material when you really need
something to explain what you problem? How about your spare time? Or are you busy individual? If you
don't have spare time to complete others business, it is make one feel bored faster. And you have spare time?
What did you do? Every individual has many questions above. They should answer that question due to the
fact just their can do which. It said that about reserve. Book is familiar on every person. Yes, it is suitable.
Because start from on guarderia until university need this specific Marriage: The Dream That Refusesto Die
(American Ideals and Institutions) to read.

Perla Baxter:

As people who live in the particular modest era should be up-date about what going on or information even
knowledge to make these people keep up with the eraand that is always change and move ahead. Some of
you maybe will update themselves by reading through books. It is a good choice for you but the problems
coming to you is you don't know what one you should start with. This Marriage: The Dream That Refuses to
Die (American Ideals and Institutions) is our recommendation to cause you to keep up with the world. Why,
because book serves what you want and need in this era.

Michad Mantz:

Isit anyone who having spare time after that spend it whole day by watching television programs or just
resting on the bed? Do you need something new? This Marriage: The Dream That Refuses to Die (American
Ideals and Ingtitutions) can be the response, oh how comes? It's a book you know. Y ou are thus out of date,
spending your time by reading in this brand-new erais common not a nerd activity. So what these guides
have than the others?

Lee Wing:

That guide can make you to feel relax. This specific book Marriage: The Dream That Refusesto Die
(American Ideals and Institutions) was multi-colored and of course has pictures on the website. Aswe know
that book Marriage: The Dream That Refusesto Die (American Ideals and Institutions) has many kinds or
genre. Start from kids until teenagers. For example Naruto or Private eye Conan you can read and feel that
you are the character on there. So , not at all of book are generally make you bored, any it offers up you feel
happy, fun and relax. Try to choose the best book for you personally and try to like reading which.
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