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Over the course of the nineteenth century, the figure of Persephone rapidly evolved from what was
essentially a decorative metaphor into aliving goddess who embodied the most spiritual aspects of ancient
Greek religion. In the first comprehensive survey of the Persephone myth in English and American literature
of the nineteenth and early twentieth centuries, Margot Louis explores the transformation of the goddess to
provide not only a basis for understanding how the study of ancient history informed the creation of a new
spirituality but for comprehending the deep and bitter tensions surrounding gender that interacted with this
process. Beginning with an overview of the most influential ancient texts on Persephone and references to
Persephone in Chaucer, Shakespeare, Milton, and Romantic period writing, Louis shows that the earliest
theories of matriarchy and patriarchal marriage emerged in the 1860s alongside the first English poems to
explore Persephone's story. As scholars began to focus on the chthonic Mystery cults, and particularly on the
Eleusinian Mysteries of Demeter and Persephone, poets and novelists explored the divisions between mother
and daughter occasioned by patriarchal marriage. Issues of fertility and ritual resonate in Thomas Hardy's
Tess of the d'Urbervilles and Willa Cather's My Antonia, while the first advance of a neo-pagan spirituality,
aswell as early feminist critiques of male mythography and of the Persephone myth, emerge in M odernist
poems and fictions from 1908 to 1927. Informed by the latest research and theoretical work on myth, Margot
Louis's fascinating study shows the development of Victorian mythography in anew light; offers original
takes on Victorian representations of gender and values; exposes how differently male and female
Modernists dealt with issues of myth, ritual, and ancient spirituality; and uncovers how deeply the study of
ancient spirituality is entwined with controversies about gender.
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From reader reviews:
Edward Brown:

In this 21st century, people become competitive in each way. By being competitive today, people have do
something to make these individuals survives, being in the middle of often the crowded place and notice by
simply surrounding. One thing that sometimes many people have underestimated that for awhile is reading.
Y ep, by reading a book your ability to survive boost then having chance to stay than other is high. To suit
your needs who want to start reading a book, we give you this kind of Persephone Rises, 1860-1927:
Mythography, Gender, and the Creation of a New Spirituality book as basic and daily reading guide. Why,
because this book is usually more than just a book.

Jesse Fox:

Do you have something that you like such as book? The publication lovers usually prefer to pick book like
comic, limited story and the biggest an example may be novel. Now, why not hoping Persephone Rises,
1860-1927: Mythography, Gender, and the Creation of a New Spirituality that give your pleasure preference
will be satisfied by means of reading this book. Reading addiction al over the world can be said as the
opportinity for people to know world far better then how they react when it comes to the world. It can't be
mentioned constantly that reading habit only for the geeky person but for all of you who wants to be success
person. So, for all of you who want to start reading through as your good habit, you may pick Persephone
Rises, 1860-1927: Mythography, Gender, and the Creation of a New Spirituality become your own personal
Starter.

James Goldman:

Y ou could spend your free time to see this book this book. This Persephone Rises, 1860-1927: Mythography,
Gender, and the Creation of a New Spirituality is simple to deliver you can read it in the playground, in the
beach, train in addition to soon. If you did not have much space to bring the actua printed book, you can buy
often the e-book. It is make you simpler to read it. Y ou can save the particular book in your smart phone.
And so there are alot of benefits that you will get when one buys this book.

Todd Lyons:

That publication can make you to feel relax. This specific book Persephone Rises, 1860-1927: Mythography,
Gender, and the Creation of a New Spirituality was vibrant and of course has pictures on the website. Aswe
know that book Persephone Rises, 1860-1927: Mythography, Gender, and the Creation of a New Spirituality
has many kinds or style. Start from kids until adolescents. For example Naruto or Private investigator Conan
you can read and think that you are the character on there. So, not at all of book are usually make you bored,
any it can make you feel happy, fun and unwind. Try to choose the best book in your case and try to like
reading in which.
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