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An Archaeological History of Indian Buddhismis a comprehensive survey of Indian Buddhism from its
origins in the 6th century BCE, through its ascendance in the 1st millennium CE, and its eventual declinein
mainland South Asia by the mid-2nd millennium CE. Weaving together studies of archaeological remains,
architecture, iconography, inscriptions, and Buddhist historical sources, this book uncovers the quotidian
concerns and practices of Buddhist monks and nuns (the sangha), and their lay adherents--concerns and
practices often obscured in studies of Buddhism premised largely, if not exclusively, on Buddhist texts. At
the heart of Indian Buddhism lies a persistent social contradiction between the desire for individual
asceticism versus the need to maintain a coherent community of Buddhists. Before the early 1st millennium
CE, the sangharelied heavily on the patronage of kings, guilds, and ordinary Buddhists to support
themselves. During this period, the sangha emphasized the communal elements of Buddhism as they sought
to establish themselves as the |eaders of a coherent religious order. By the mid-1st millennium CE, Buddhist
monasteries had become powerful political and economic institutions with extensive landholdings and
wealth. This new economic self-sufficiency allowed the sanghato limit their day-to-day interaction with the
laity and begin to more fully satisfy their ascetic desires for the first time. Thiswithdrawal from regular
interaction with the laity led to the collapse of Buddhism in Indiain the early-to-mid 2nd millennium CE. In
contrast to the ever-changing religious practices of the Buddhist sangha, the Buddhist laity were more
conservative--maintaining their religious practices for ailmost two millennia, even as they nominally shifted
their allegiancesto rival religious orders. This book also serves as an exemplar for the archaeological study
of long-term religious change through the perspectives of practice theory, materiality, and semiotics.
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From reader reviews:
Wilma Blue:

Hey guys, do you desires to finds a new book to learn? May be the book with the subject An Archaeological
History of Indian Buddhism suitable to you? Often the book was written by well-known writer in this era.
The actual book untitled An Archaeological History of Indian Buddhismis one of several books which
everyone read now. This kind of book was inspired many people in the world. When you read this reserve
you will enter the new dimensions that you ever know ahead of. The author explained their thought in the
simple way, so all of people can easily to know the core of this guide. This book will give you a great deal of
information about this world now. To help you see the represented of the world on this book.

Donald Vermillion:

Y ou could spend your free time to read this book this guide. This An Archaeological History of Indian
Buddhism is simple to bring you can read it in the park your car, in the beach, train along with soon. If you
did not have much space to bring typically the printed book, you can buy typically the e-book. It is make you
better to read it. Y ou can save the particular book in your smart phone. Thus there are alot of benefits that
you will get when you buy this book.

Nancy Thornton:

Many people spending their moment by playing outside using friends, fun activity using family or just
watching TV all day every day. Y ou can have new activity to enjoy your whole day by reading a book. Ugh,
think reading a book can actually hard because you have to take the book everywhere? It alright you can
have the e-book, taking everywhere you want in your Touch screen phone. Like An Archaeological History
of Indian Buddhism which is obtaining the e-book version. So, why not try out this book? Let's notice.

Robin Lawrence:

Do you like reading a guide? Confuse to looking for your favorite book? Or your book had been rare? Why
so many issue for the book? But any kind of people feel that they enjoy intended for reading. Some people
likes reading through, not only science book but novel and An Archaeological History of Indian Buddhism
or others sources were given understanding for you. After you know how the truly great a book, you feel
wish to read more and more. Science guide was created for teacher or students especially. Those ebooks are
helping them to bring their knowledge. In other case, beside science reserve, any other book likes An
Archaeological History of Indian Buddhism to make your spare time alot more colorful. Many types of book
like here.
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