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One of the most written-about literary figures in the past decade, Arthur Rimbaud left few traces when he
abandoned poetry at age twenty-one and disappeared into the African desert. Although the dozen biographies
devoted to Rimbaud’s life depend on one main source for information—his own correspondence—a
complete edition of these remarkable letters has never been published in English. Until now.

A moving document of decline, Rimbaud’s letters begin with the enthusiastic artistic pronouncements of a
fifteen-year-old genius, and end with the bitter what-ifs of a man whose life has slipped disastrously away.
But whether soapboxing on the essence of art, or struggling under the yoke of self-imposed exile in the
desert of his later years, Rimbaud was incapable of writing an uninteresting sentence. As translator and
editor Wyatt Mason makes clear in his engaging Introduction, the letters reveal a Rimbaud very different
from our expectations. Rimbaud—presented by many biographers as a bohemian wild man—is unveiled as
“diligent in his pursuit of his goals . . . wildly, soberly ambitious, in poetry, in everything.”

I Promise to Be Good: The Letters of Arthur Rimbaud is the second and final volume in Mason’s
authoritative presentation of Rimbaud’s writings. Called by Edward Hirsch “the definitive translation for our
time,” Mason’s first volume, Rimbaud Complete (Modern Library, 2002), brought Rimbaud’s poetry and
prose into vivid focus. In I Promise to Be Good, Mason adds the missing epistolary pieces to our picture of
Rimbaud. “These letters,” he writes, “are proofs in all their variety—of impudence and precocity, of
tenderness and rage—for the existence of Arthur Rimbaud.” I Promise to Be Good allows English-language
readers to see with new eyes one of the most extraordinary poets in history.

From the Hardcover edition.
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From reader reviews:

Lourdes Williams:

The book I Promise to Be Good: The Letters of Arthur Rimbaud (Modern Library Classics) can give more
knowledge and also the precise product information about everything you want. So just why must we leave a
very important thing like a book I Promise to Be Good: The Letters of Arthur Rimbaud (Modern Library
Classics)? A number of you have a different opinion about publication. But one aim in which book can give
many facts for us. It is absolutely right. Right now, try to closer using your book. Knowledge or details that
you take for that, you can give for each other; you are able to share all of these. Book I Promise to Be Good:
The Letters of Arthur Rimbaud (Modern Library Classics) has simple shape but you know: it has great and
large function for you. You can look the enormous world by wide open and read a book. So it is very
wonderful.

Willie Long:

Nowadays reading books become more than want or need but also work as a life style. This reading behavior
give you lot of advantages. The advantages you got of course the knowledge your information inside the
book which improve your knowledge and information. The knowledge you get based on what kind of reserve
you read, if you want get more knowledge just go with education and learning books but if you want truly
feel happy read one together with theme for entertaining for example comic or novel. Often the I Promise to
Be Good: The Letters of Arthur Rimbaud (Modern Library Classics) is kind of reserve which is giving the
reader unforeseen experience.

Patrick Spradlin:

The book I Promise to Be Good: The Letters of Arthur Rimbaud (Modern Library Classics) will bring one to
the new experience of reading the book. The author style to spell out the idea is very unique. In the event you
try to find new book to study, this book very ideal to you. The book I Promise to Be Good: The Letters of
Arthur Rimbaud (Modern Library Classics) is much recommended to you to learn. You can also get the e-
book from the official web site, so you can quickly to read the book.

Sarah McClain:

Is it anyone who having spare time and then spend it whole day by means of watching television programs or
just lying on the bed? Do you need something new? This I Promise to Be Good: The Letters of Arthur
Rimbaud (Modern Library Classics) can be the respond to, oh how comes? A book you know. You are
consequently out of date, spending your extra time by reading in this fresh era is common not a nerd activity.
So what these guides have than the others?
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