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     Metaphor theory, observes John Bird, is like Mark Twain: both seem simple upon first introduction. Now,
in the most complete study to date of Twain’s use of figurative language, a veteran Twain scholar tackles the
core of his writing and explores it with theoretical approaches that have rarely been applied to Twain,
providing new insights into how he imagined his world—and the singular ways in which he expressed
himself.

            From “The Jumping Frog” to the late dream narratives, Bird considers Twain’s metaphoric
construction over his complete career and especially sheds new light on his central texts: Roughing It; The
Adventures of Tom Sawyer; Adventures of Huckleberry Finn; A Connecticut Yankee in King Arthur’s Court;
Pudd’nhead Wilson; and No. 44,The Mysterious Stranger. He reconsiders “Old Times on the Mississippi” as
the most purely metaphorical of Twain’s writings, goes on to look at how Twain used metaphor and talked
about it in a variety of works and genres, and even argues that Clemens’s pseudonym is not so much an alter
ego as a metaphorized self.

By offering insight into how Twain handled figurative language during the composing process, Bird reveals
not only hidden facets of his artistry but also new aspects of works that we think we know well—including
some entirely new ideas regarding Huck Finn that draw on the recent discovery of the first half of the
manuscript. In addition to dealing with issues currently central to Twain studies, such as race and gender, he
also links metaphor to humor and dream theory to further illuminate topics central to his work.

            More than a study of Twain’s language, the book delves into the psychological aspects of metaphor
to reveal the writer’s attitudes and thoughts, showing how using metaphor as a guide to Twain reveals much
about his composition process. Applying the insights of metaphor theorists such as Roman Jakobson and
Colin M. Turbayne, Bird offers readers not only new insights into Twain but also an introduction to this
interdisciplinary field.

             In lively prose, Mark Twain and Metaphor provides a vital way to read Twain’s entire corpus,
allowing readers to better appreciate his style, humor, and obsession with dreams. It opens new ground and
makes old ground fresh again, offering ways to see and resee this essential American writer.
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From reader reviews:

Louis Vasquez:

Book is actually written, printed, or created for everything. You can understand everything you want by a
book. Book has a different type. As it is known to us that book is important matter to bring us around the
world. Beside that you can your reading expertise was fluently. A book Mark Twain and Metaphor (Mark
Twain and His Circle Series) will make you to always be smarter. You can feel more confidence if you can
know about anything. But some of you think which open or reading any book make you bored. It is not make
you fun. Why they may be thought like that? Have you in search of best book or ideal book with you?

Gene Kistler:

Reading a book tends to be new life style with this era globalization. With studying you can get a lot of
information that will give you benefit in your life. Along with book everyone in this world could share their
idea. Publications can also inspire a lot of people. A great deal of author can inspire all their reader with their
story or maybe their experience. Not only the story that share in the textbooks. But also they write about the
ability about something that you need illustration. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach your sons
or daughters, there are many kinds of book that you can get now. The authors on earth always try to improve
their talent in writing, they also doing some research before they write for their book. One of them is this
Mark Twain and Metaphor (Mark Twain and His Circle Series).

Guadalupe Ramsey:

A lot of people always spent their very own free time to vacation or maybe go to the outside with them loved
ones or their friend. Do you know? Many a lot of people spent they will free time just watching TV, or
playing video games all day long. If you need to try to find a new activity that's look different you can read
the book. It is really fun in your case. If you enjoy the book that you read you can spent all day every day to
reading a e-book. The book Mark Twain and Metaphor (Mark Twain and His Circle Series) it doesn't matter
what good to read. There are a lot of folks that recommended this book. These were enjoying reading this
book. In the event you did not have enough space to bring this book you can buy often the e-book. You can
m0ore very easily to read this book from your smart phone. The price is not to fund but this book offers high
quality.

Lloyd Schuler:

What is your hobby? Have you heard which question when you got students? We believe that that question
was given by teacher to their students. Many kinds of hobby, Every individual has different hobby. And you
also know that little person just like reading or as reading become their hobby. You need to understand that
reading is very important in addition to book as to be the matter. Book is important thing to provide you
knowledge, except your personal teacher or lecturer. You get good news or update in relation to something
by book. Numerous books that can you choose to adopt be your object. One of them is this Mark Twain and



Metaphor (Mark Twain and His Circle Series).
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