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Reveals the influence of the Renaissance scholar-priest Marsilio Ficino on Shakespeare and how the
Neoplatonic philosophy of love shaped the inner meaning of his work

• Shows how Shakespeare’s works offer a path back to the divine unity of all things

• Explains the role of love in the Christian-Platonic concept of the three worlds

In Love’s Labours Lost, Shakespeare talks of the true Promethean fire that is lit by the doctrine he reads in
women’s eyes. What is this doctrine and what is this true Promethean fire to which it gives birth? In
Shakespeare and the Ideal of Love, Jill Line shows that Shakespeare shared the perennial philosophy of a
long line of teachers, including Hermes Tristmegistus, Pythagoras, Plato, Plotinus, and especially the
Florentine scholar and mystic Marsilio Ficino. The answer to these questions, Line claims, lies in Ficino’s
Christian-Platonic philosophy of love, from which all Shakespeare’s plays have their genesis.

Love, according to Ficino, is the force that inspired the creation of the worlds of the angelic mind, the soul,
and the material, and it is through love that each of these worlds expands into the next. Love is also the
vehicle that allows human beings to make the return journey to the source of their being, where they find
unity in God. This is the path on which all of Shakespeare’s lovers embark. Jill Line explains how
Shakespeare’s plays represent more than poetic literary constructs: They are mirrors of the progress of the
soul, in many conditions and situations, as it returns to the divine unity of all things.
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From reader reviews:

Ralph Dell:

What do you think about book? It is just for students because they're still students or the item for all people
in the world, the particular best subject for that? Just you can be answered for that problem above. Every
person has different personality and hobby for every single other. Don't to be forced someone or something
that they don't need do that. You must know how great as well as important the book Shakespeare and the
Ideal of Love. All type of book can you see on many resources. You can look for the internet solutions or
other social media.

Joyce Washington:

Book is to be different for each grade. Book for children till adult are different content. As it is known to us
that book is very important for us. The book Shakespeare and the Ideal of Love seemed to be making you to
know about other understanding and of course you can take more information. It is extremely advantages for
you. The reserve Shakespeare and the Ideal of Love is not only giving you more new information but also
being your friend when you feel bored. You can spend your own spend time to read your book. Try to make
relationship with the book Shakespeare and the Ideal of Love. You never really feel lose out for everything
should you read some books.

Jacqueline Carter:

People live in this new day time of lifestyle always make an effort to and must have the time or they will get
great deal of stress from both lifestyle and work. So , whenever we ask do people have time, we will say
absolutely sure. People is human not really a robot. Then we inquire again, what kind of activity are you
experiencing when the spare time coming to an individual of course your answer will certainly unlimited
right. Then do you try this one, reading publications. It can be your alternative throughout spending your
spare time, the actual book you have read is usually Shakespeare and the Ideal of Love.

Cassandra Rosas:

Don't be worry if you are afraid that this book will probably filled the space in your house, you can have it in
e-book way, more simple and reachable. That Shakespeare and the Ideal of Love can give you a lot of
buddies because by you taking a look at this one book you have matter that they don't and make a person
more like an interesting person. This particular book can be one of one step for you to get success. This
guide offer you information that maybe your friend doesn't know, by knowing more than other make you to
be great men and women. So , why hesitate? Let me have Shakespeare and the Ideal of Love.
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