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Far from being the bucolic paradise that is often imagined, the rural areas of this country are afflicted with
chronic economic hardship, severe forms of alienation, and the lack of afoundation for community
development or for the enhancement of economic, social, and educational opportunities for rural people. In
this study, Kenneth P. Wilkinson examines the critical state of rural life in America, its causes and possible
cure. Following a critical review of research and theories on the subject, he proposes a new theoretical
perspective that focuses on community interaction as a necessary basis for social well-being.

Wilkinson first looks at what rural sociologists have had to say about the meaning and consequences of
community as aform of social organization. He next analyzes the profound problems of community
organization that affect rural locations, especially the deficits that block the formation of the infrastructure,
networks, and facilities that are necessary to community development. Focusing on community interaction,
he takes issue with the popularly held theory that grassroots action holds the key to rural problems. In a
concluding discussion of policy issues and research challenges, he argues instead that outside intervention
will be needed to remove rural barriers to community development before progress can occur on any
significant scale. This study advances our understanding of both theoretical and practical issuesin rural
community development and suggests an agenda for both research and policy initiatives. The Community in
Rural America will be relevant to the subjects of rural sociology, resource economics, community
development, and rural planning.
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From reader reviews:
Cleveland Bolton:

As people who live in often the modest era should be change about what going on or info even knowledge to
make these keep up with the erathat is aways change and make progress. Some of you maybe will probably
update themselves by reading books. It isagood choice for yourself but the problems coming to a personis
you don't know which one you should start with. This The Community in Rural Americais our
recommendation to make you keep up with the world. Why, since this book serves what you want and need
inthisera

Terri Root:

The reserve with title The Community in Rural America has alot of information that you can learnit. You
can get alot of benefit after read this book. This book exist new understanding the information that exist in
this reserve represented the condition of the world at this point. That isimportant to yo7u to find out how the
improvement of the world. That book will bring you throughout new era of the glowbal growth. Y ou can
read the e-book on the smart phone, so you can read it anywhere you want.

Dixie Jones:

Beside thiskind of The Community in Rural Americain your phone, it can give you away to get more close
to the new knowledge or information. The information and the knowledge you will got here is fresh from the
oven so don't end up being worry if you feel like an older people live in narrow community. It is good thing
to have The Community in Rural America because this book offersto you readable information. Do you
sometimes have book but you don't get what it's about. Oh come on, that will not happen if you have this
with your hand. The Enjoyable arrangement here cannot be questionable, like treasuring beautiful island. So
do you still want to missit? Find this book aswell asread it from today!

Carolyn Ziolkowski:

Reading a reserve make you to get more knowledge from it. Y ou can take knowledge and information from
your book. Book is composed or printed or descriptive from each source in which filled update of news. In
this particular modern eralike right now, many ways to get information are available for anyone. From
media social like newspaper, magazines, science publication, encyclopedia, reference book, book and comic.
Y ou can add your knowledge by that book. Do you want to spend your spare time to open your book? Or just
trying to find the The Community in Rural Americawhen you essential it?
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