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When a fiery meteor crash in 1807 lit up the dark early-morning sky in Weston, Connecticut, it did more
than startle the few farmers in the sleepy village. More importantly, it sparked the curiosity of Benjamin
Silliman, a young chemistry professor at nearby Yale College. His rigorous investigation of the incident
started a chain of events that eventually brought the once-low standing of American science to sudden
international prominence. And, by coincidence, the event also embroiled Silliman in politics, pitting him
against no less an adversary than President Thomas Jefferson.

Based on a wealth of original source documents and interiews with current experts in history, astronomy, and
geology, this journalist tells the remarkable story of Benjamin Silliman, arguably America’s first bonafide
scientist. In a lively narrative rich with fascinating historical detail, the author documents the primitive state
of American science at the time; Silliman’s careful analysis of the meteor samples; and the publication of his
conclusions, which contradicted both popular superstitions regarding meteors as ominous portents and a
common belief that meteors come from volcanic eruptions on the moon.

She also describes Silliman’s struggles to build a chemistry department at Yale with rudimentary material;
new insights into geology that resulted from his analysis of the meteor; and his report to the prestigious
French Academy, which raised the prestige of American science. Finally, she discusses the political
turbulence of the time, which Silliman could not escape, and how the meteor event was used to drive a
wedge between New England and Jefferson.

This is a fascinating vignette of Federal Period America when science on this continent was still in its
infancy, but was just beginning to make its mark.
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From reader reviews:

Willene Choate:

Do you have favorite book? Should you have, what is your favorite's book? Publication is very important
thing for us to understand everything in the world. Each publication has different aim or perhaps goal; it
means that guide has different type. Some people experience enjoy to spend their time to read a book. These
are reading whatever they take because their hobby is definitely reading a book. What about the person who
don't like examining a book? Sometime, individual feel need book once they found difficult problem or
exercise. Well, probably you will need this A Professor, A President, and A Meteor: The Birth of American
Science.

Jessica Davis:

Do you one among people who can't read pleasurable if the sentence chained within the straightway, hold on
guys this kind of aren't like that. This A Professor, A President, and A Meteor: The Birth of American
Science book is readable simply by you who hate those perfect word style. You will find the information
here are arrange for enjoyable reading through experience without leaving perhaps decrease the knowledge
that want to provide to you. The writer associated with A Professor, A President, and A Meteor: The Birth of
American Science content conveys thinking easily to understand by many individuals. The printed and e-
book are not different in the content but it just different as it. So , do you even now thinking A Professor, A
President, and A Meteor: The Birth of American Science is not loveable to be your top list reading book?

Justin Perry:

A Professor, A President, and A Meteor: The Birth of American Science can be one of your starter books
that are good idea. We recommend that straight away because this reserve has good vocabulary that could
increase your knowledge in vocab, easy to understand, bit entertaining but delivering the information. The
copy writer giving his/her effort to set every word into enjoyment arrangement in writing A Professor, A
President, and A Meteor: The Birth of American Science although doesn't forget the main place, giving the
reader the hottest as well as based confirm resource information that maybe you can be among it. This great
information can easily drawn you into new stage of crucial considering.

Latashia Bartlett:

Many people spending their time frame by playing outside with friends, fun activity with family or just
watching TV 24 hours a day. You can have new activity to invest your whole day by studying a book. Ugh,
ya think reading a book can actually hard because you have to use the book everywhere? It fine you can have
the e-book, taking everywhere you want in your Cell phone. Like A Professor, A President, and A Meteor:
The Birth of American Science which is having the e-book version. So , try out this book? Let's find.
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