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European cultural history is inextricably linked to the presence of monasteries, especially during the Middle
Ages. In addition to serving as religious refuges, monasteries provided sanctuary for the pursuits of art,
education, science, and book production. This lavishly illustrated book traces the development of the art and
architecture of these important buildings, from early Carolingian examples in the eighth century to a modern
structure by Le Corbusier in 1960.This unsurpassed survey offers a fresh chronicle of a largely overlooked
subject and hundreds of marvelous images, many of them newly photographed, of more than 150 of the most
interesting and best preserved monasteries in Spain, Portugal, France, Great Britain, Germany, Switzerland,
Austria, Poland, the Czech Republic, and Italy — all of which are accessible to visitors. Here are unique
views of the art and architecture of such treasured places as Mont St. Michel, a wondrous Benedictine
sanctuary off the coast of Brittany, and the fabled pilgrimage site in Assisi founded by St. Francis.In an
insightful text the author describes the cultural heritage of each of the monasteries portrayed and provides an
introduction to monasticism and to the various orders dating from the early Christian era to the present. In
addition, the volume offers plans of the sites, a glossary, and a bibliography. Historians and collectors of
great books of art history will be intrigued by this unsurpassed collection of photographs and fascinating
account of the artistic glory of European monasteries.
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From reader reviews:

Tina Brookins:

In other case, little persons like to read book Great Monasteries of Europe. You can choose the best book if
you love reading a book. Given that we know about how is important a new book Great Monasteries of
Europe. You can add knowledge and of course you can around the world by a book. Absolutely right, simply
because from book you can understand everything! From your country right up until foreign or abroad you
can be known. About simple issue until wonderful thing it is possible to know that. In this era, we can easily
open a book or searching by internet gadget. It is called e-book. You may use it when you feel bored to go to
the library. Let's go through.

Jeanne Crank:

Reading a book tends to be new life style within this era globalization. With reading through you can get a
lot of information which will give you benefit in your life. With book everyone in this world could share
their idea. Books can also inspire a lot of people. Plenty of author can inspire their particular reader with
their story or their experience. Not only the storyplot that share in the guides. But also they write about
advantage about something that you need instance. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach your
sons or daughters, there are many kinds of book that you can get now. The authors on earth always try to
improve their talent in writing, they also doing some analysis before they write to their book. One of them is
this Great Monasteries of Europe.

Betty Brown:

People live in this new moment of lifestyle always try and and must have the extra time or they will get great
deal of stress from both lifestyle and work. So , whenever we ask do people have time, we will say
absolutely sure. People is human not just a robot. Then we inquire again, what kind of activity do you have
when the spare time coming to you actually of course your answer may unlimited right. Then ever try this
one, reading ebooks. It can be your alternative within spending your spare time, typically the book you have
read is actually Great Monasteries of Europe.

Karl Wolfe:

Reading a e-book make you to get more knowledge from this. You can take knowledge and information
originating from a book. Book is created or printed or highlighted from each source in which filled update of
news. In this particular modern era like currently, many ways to get information are available for anyone.
From media social including newspaper, magazines, science book, encyclopedia, reference book, story and
comic. You can add your knowledge by that book. Isn't it time to spend your spare time to open your book?
Or just looking for the Great Monasteries of Europe when you necessary it?
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