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The city of an-Ngjaf, Iraq, isaprovincial and market center located on the western branch of the Euphrates
River approximately 100 miles south of Baghdad. Its population (prewar) of 563,000 expands at times with
pilgrims to this important center of Islamic scholarship and theology. It isthe location of several significant
shrines for Shi'a Muslims and boasts one of the largest cemeteriesin the world. Its more recent history has
been marked by conflict of apolitical nature as the place of exile for Ayatollah Khomeini and site of the
assassination of Ayatollah Mohammad Sadig. It served as the location of Shi'aresistance to perceived
political oppression and was a place of battle once more in 2004.

Thisisa"battle study" written purposely from the perspective of the Marines, soldiers, and sailors who
fought at an-Najaf in August 2004. Some context is heeded to it these events within the evolution of the
campaigning in Iragq in 2004. The Americans deployed to al-Anbar and an-Najaf Provinces, faced avariety
of threats as Iraq attempted to again govern itself. Treats were from disparate sources, including Sunni
fightersin Fallujah and Shi'afightersin Najaf. Behind each was the possibility of al-Qaedain Irag or
crimina exploitation of any disruption of Coalition effortsto establish responsible Iragi Government. This
complexity of threats did not lend itself to easy solutions. In March 2004, Lieutenant General James T.
Conway's | Marine Expeditionary Force was faced with an outbreak of Sunni insurgency in Fallujah. At the
same time, a Shi'a uprising took place across Iraqg, including Baghdad, Ngjaf, an-Nasiriyah, al-Kut, al-
Amarah, and Kirkuk. The fighting spread to Karbala, Hillah, and Basrah with attacks on Iragi and Coalition
outposts. This fighting dropped off in June with the establishment of the Iragi Interim Government of Prime
Minister Ayad Allawi, but the menace of further violence remained.

The Multi-National Force-Irag, under General George W. Casey Jr., USA, felt that before the Iragis could be
responsible for security in each province, the centers of violence had to be dealt with by a"clear-hold-build"
approach. Baghdad, Fallujah, and Najaf were thus targeted. When Muqtada al-Sadr fomented another
uprising in August, the recently arrived 11th Marine Expeditionary Unit found itself assigned to quell the
uprising in Najaf. It would be reinforced for this effort by two U.S. Army and four Iragi Army battalions.
The narrative that follows documents this effort from the small-unit level. The importance of the close
relationship between political and military force is emphasized. The intent isto provide aview of combat for
the education and training of Marines who might face similar circumstances.
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From reader reviews:
Richard Puccio:

The book U.S. Marinesin Battle: An-Najaf August 2004 - Irag War, Mugtada al-Sadr, Mahdi Militia, Task
Force Dragon make one feel enjoy for your spare time. Y ou can use to make your capable more increase.
Baook can to be your best friend when you getting tension or having big problem together with your subject.
If you can make examining abook U.S. Marinesin Battle: An-Najaf August 2004 - Iraq War, Mugtada al-
Sadr, Mahdi Militia, Task Force Dragon to get your habit, you can get much more advantages, like add your
own capable, increase your knowledge about some or all subjects. Y ou may know everything if you like
available and read a publication U.S. Marinesin Battle: An-Najaf August 2004 - Irag War, Muqtada al-Sadr,
Mahdi Militia, Task Force Dragon. Kinds of book are alot of. It means that, science e-book or encyclopedia
or others. So, how do you think about this reserve?

Andrew Joy:

The book U.S. Marines in Battle: An-Ngjaf August 2004 - Irag War, Mugtada al-Sadr, Mahdi Militia, Task
Force Dragon has alot associated with on it. So when you check out this book you can get alot of
advantage. The book was authored by the very famous author. The writer makes some research just before
write this book. This specific book very easy to read you may get the point easily after perusing this book.

Barbara Rubio:

Playing with family in a park, coming to see the coastal world or hanging out with buddiesis thing that
usually you might have done when you have spare time, then why you don't try issue that really opposite
from that. One particular activity that make you not feeling tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller
coaster you aready been ride on and with addition associated with. Even you love U.S. Marinesin Battle:
An-Nagjaf August 2004 - Iraq War, Mugtada al-Sadr, Mahdi Militia, Task Force Dragon, it is possible to
enjoy both. It is good combination right, you still want to missit? What kind of hangout type isit? Oh come
on its mind hangout folks. What? Still don't understand it, oh come on its referred to as reading friends.

Santos Conrad:

Areyou kind of hectic person, only have 10 or even 15 minute in your day to upgrading your mind expertise
or thinking skill possibly analytical thinking? Then you are receiving problem with the book in comparison
with can satisfy your short space of time to read it because thisal time you only find e-book that need more
time to be examine. U.S. Marines in Battle: An-Najaf August 2004 - Iraq War, Muqtada al-Sadr, Mahdi
Militia, Task Force Dragon can be your answer as it can be read by you actually who have those short spare
time problems.
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