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As long as there have been maps, cartographers have grappled with the impossibility of portraying the earth
in two dimensions. To solve this problem mapmakers have created hundreds of map projections,
mathematical methods for drawing the round earth on a flat surface. Yet of the hundreds of existing
projections, and the infinite number that are theoretically possible, none is perfectly accurate.

Flattening the Earth is the first detailed history of map projections since 1863. John P. Snyder discusses and
illustrates the hundreds of known projections created from 500 B.C. to the present, emphasizing
developments since the Renaissance and closing with a look at the variety of projections made possible by
computers.

The book contains 170 illustrations, including outline maps from original sources and modern computerized
reconstructions. Though the text is not mathematically based, a few equations are included to permit the
more technical reader to plot some projections. Tables summarize the features of nearly two hundred
different projections and list those used in nineteenth-and twentieth-century atlases.

"This book is unique and significant: a thorough, well-organized, and insightful history of map projections.
Snyder is the world's foremost authority on the subject and a significant innovator in his own right."—Mark
Monmonier, author of How to Lie with Maps and Mapping It Out: Expository Cartography for the
Humanities and Social Sciences.
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From reader reviews:

Vicky Bowman:

What do you think of book? It is just for students as they are still students or it for all people in the world,
what the best subject for that? Merely you can be answered for that query above. Every person has diverse
personality and hobby for every single other. Don't to be obligated someone or something that they don't
desire do that. You must know how great and important the book Flattening the Earth: Two Thousand Years
of Map Projections. All type of book could you see on many sources. You can look for the internet options
or other social media.

Peter Wilson:

Here thing why this Flattening the Earth: Two Thousand Years of Map Projections are different and trusted
to be yours. First of all reading a book is good nonetheless it depends in the content of the usb ports which is
the content is as tasty as food or not. Flattening the Earth: Two Thousand Years of Map Projections giving
you information deeper since different ways, you can find any e-book out there but there is no publication
that similar with Flattening the Earth: Two Thousand Years of Map Projections. It gives you thrill looking at
journey, its open up your own personal eyes about the thing which happened in the world which is possibly
can be happened around you. You can bring everywhere like in area, café, or even in your way home by
train. When you are having difficulties in bringing the published book maybe the form of Flattening the
Earth: Two Thousand Years of Map Projections in e-book can be your alternative.

Mark Malek:

Do you have something that you want such as book? The e-book lovers usually prefer to select book like
comic, small story and the biggest the first is novel. Now, why not attempting Flattening the Earth: Two
Thousand Years of Map Projections that give your fun preference will be satisfied by simply reading this
book. Reading behavior all over the world can be said as the opportinity for people to know world a great
deal better then how they react to the world. It can't be mentioned constantly that reading routine only for the
geeky particular person but for all of you who wants to always be success person. So , for every you who
want to start studying as your good habit, you may pick Flattening the Earth: Two Thousand Years of Map
Projections become your starter.

Katherine Hood:

Many people spending their time period by playing outside along with friends, fun activity using family or
just watching TV all day every day. You can have new activity to invest your whole day by reading a book.
Ugh, think reading a book really can hard because you have to take the book everywhere? It all right you can
have the e-book, having everywhere you want in your Smart phone. Like Flattening the Earth: Two
Thousand Years of Map Projections which is keeping the e-book version. So , try out this book? Let's notice.
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