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At one of the largest Catholic churchesin America, hundreds of people make their way into the spacious,
well-appointed sanctuary for an evening Mass. The congregation is several times larger than most Protestant
megachurches. In addition to its twenty weekly services, eight choirs, and el ementary and middle schools,
the church also administers along roster of Bible studies, home groups, community outreach, and specialized
programs for every conceivable class and group of persons. The sermon is delivered by the pastor and
celebrant priest who, at one point, refers to his struggle to relate to his teenage daughter. No one is surprised,
for the long-time leader of this prominent Catholic Church, in a conservative suburb of the Dallas-Fort
Worth metroplex, isamarried Catholic priest.

Following the Episcopal Church's 1976 decision to ordain women, Catholic leaders in America and Rome
were approached by Episcopal clergy who opposed the decision and sought conversion as aresult. The
Catholics responded by establishing rules that would allow the Church to receive married convert priests as
exceptions to the rule of celibacy-a decree known as the Pastoral Provision. In this fascinating book, D. Paul
Sullins brings to light the untold stories of these curious creatures. married Catholic priests. Sullins explores
their day-to-day lives, their journey to Catholicism, and their views on issues important to the Church.
Surprisingly, he reveals, married Catholic priests are more conservative than their celibate colleagues on
nearly every issue, including celibacy: they think that priests should, in general, not be allowed to marry.

Drawing on over 115 interviews with priests and their wives, as well as unprecedented access to the U.S.
records of the Pastoral Provision, Keeping the Vow offers the first comprehensive look at these families and
their unusual and difficult journey from Anglicanism to Catholicism. Looking to the future, Sullins
speculates on what the experiences of these priests might tell us about the future of priestly celibacy.
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From reader reviews:
Carmine Adams:

Spent a free a chance to be fun activity to perform! A lot of people spent their spare time with their family, or
their own friends. Usually they undertaking activity like watching television, likely to beach, or picnic inside
the park. They actually doing same every week. Do you feel it? Do you need to something different to fill
your free time/ holiday? Could be reading a book might be option to fill your free of charge time/ holiday.
Thefirst thing you ask may be what kinds of book that you should read. If you want to try out look for book,
may be the guide untitled Keeping the Vow: The Untold Story of Married Catholic Priests can be excellent
book to read. May beit could be best activity to you.

DorisMcNeal:

The actual book Keeping the Vow: The Untold Story of Married Catholic Priests has alot of information on
it. So when you check out this book you can get alot of gain. The book was written by the very famous
author. The author makes some research before write this book. That book very easy to read you can find the
point easily after perusing this book.

Hazel Park:

Y our reading sixth sense will not betray anyone, why because this Keeping the Vow: The Untold Story of
Married Catholic Priests reserve written by well-known writer who knows well how to make book which
might be understand by anyone who also read the book. Written in good manner for you, still dripping wet
every ideas and composing skill only for eliminate your own personal hunger then you still question Keeping
the Vow: The Untold Story of Married Catholic Priests as good book not just by the cover but also through
the content. This is one e-book that can break don't judge book by itsinclude, so do you still needing yet
another sixth sense to pick this specific!? Oh come on your examining sixth sense already alerted you so why
you have to listening to one more sixth sense.

Nora Emerson:

On this erawhich is the greater particular person or who has ability to do something more are more
important than other. Do you want to become considered one of it? It is just simple approach to have that.
What you should do isjust spending your time almost no but quite enough to possess alook at some books.
On thelist of books in the top checklist in your reading list will be Keeping the Vow: The Untold Story of
Married Catholic Priests. Thisbook that is certainly qualified as The Hungry Slopes can get you closer in
becoming precious person. By looking up and review this book you can get many advantages.
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