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"A detailed and fascinating biography."—The Economist

"A masterpiece of scholarship. . . . [Vassiliev] has managed to bring to life the legacy of one of Saudi
Arabia's most interesting and influential figures."—Anoush Ehteshami, Durham University

In 1964 Faisal bin Abdul Aziz became king of a country holding a quarter of the world's oil reserves, also
home to Mecca and Medina. He was called "the most powerful Arab ruler in centuries." Eleven years later,
in front of television cameras, his nephew shot him at point-blank range.

In this authoritative biography, Alexei Vassiliev tells the story of a pious, cautious and resolute leader who
steered Saudi Arabiathrough a minefield of domestic problems, inter-Arab relations and the decline of
Soviet influence in the Middle East. King Faisal maintained ties with both Egypt and the United States
through two Arab-Israeli wars and the 1973 Arab oil embargo, which revolutionized the world energy
market. Throughout, he staked high hopes on cooperation with the United States, arelationship that is till
vital to both countries' interests.

Exhaustively researched and including original documents and interviews in Arabic, Russian, and English,
King Faisal of Saudi Arabia offers a unique perspective of this seminal figure and is key to understanding
the Arab world today.

Alexel Vassiliev isHonorary President of the Institute for African Studies at the Russian Academy of
Sciences. Heis the author of over forty books, including the acclaimed The History of Saudi Arabia, winner
of the Choice Outstanding Academic Book Award, and Central Asia: Palitical and Economic Challengesin
the Post-Soviet Era.
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From reader reviews:
Anthony Green:

Do you have favorite book? Should you have, what is your favorite's book? Reserve is very important thing
for usto be aware of everything in the world. Each guide has different aim or even goal; it means that guide
has different type. Some people experience enjoy to spend their the perfect time to read a book. They can be
reading whatever they acquire because their hobby is definitely reading a book. What about the person who
don't like reading a book? Sometime, particular person feel need book after they found difficult problem or
even exercise. Well, probably you'll have this King Faisal of Saudi Arabia: Personality, Faith and Times.

Shannon Lynch:

Book isto be different per grade. Book for children until eventually adult are different content. We all know
that that book is very important normally. The book King Faisal of Saudi Arabia: Personality, Faith and
Times had been making you to know about other know-how and of course you can take more information. It
doesn't matter what advantages for you. The publication King Faisal of Saudi Arabia: Personality, Faith and
Timesisnot only giving you much more new information but also being your friend when you feel bored.

Y ou can spend your personal spend time to read your book. Try to make relationship while using book King
Faisal of Saudi Arabia: Personality, Faith and Times. Y ou never experience lose out for everything when you
read some books.

Cynthia Cisneros:

On this erawhich is the greater man or who has ability to do something more are more val uable than other.
Do you want to become among it? It isjust simple strategy to have that. What you should do is just spending
your time very little but quite enough to experience alook at some books. One of many booksin the top
listing in your reading list is definitely King Faisal of Saudi Arabia: Personality, Faith and Times. This book
that is qualified as The Hungry Mountains can get you closer in turning out to be precious person. By
looking upwards and review this guide you can get many advantages.

Monique Hightower:

Y ou will get this King Faisal of Saudi Arabia: Personality, Faith and Times by go to the bookstore or Mall.
Merely viewing or reviewing it can to be your solve difficulty if you get difficulties for ones knowledge.
Kinds of this guide are various. Not only by simply written or printed but in addition can you enjoy this book
by means of e-book. In the modern eralike now, you just looking by your mobile phone and searching what
their problem. Right now, choose your ways to get more information about your publication. It is most
important to arrange you to ultimately make your knowledge are still update. Let's try to choose suitable
ways for you.
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