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What was it like to be colonized by foreigners? Highlighting a region in central Congo, in the center of sub-
Saharan Africa, Being Colonized places Africans at the heart of the story. In a richly textured history that
will appeal to general readers and students as well as to scholars, the distinguished historian Jan Vansina
offers not just accounts of colonial administrators, missionaries, and traders, but the varied voices of a
colonized people. Vansina uncovers the history revealed in local news, customs, gossip, and even dreams, as
related by African villagers through archival documents, material culture, and oral interviews.
    Vansina’s case study of the colonial experience is the realm of Kuba, a kingdom in Congo about the size
of New Jersey—and two-thirds the size of its colonial master, Belgium. The experience of its inhabitants is
the story of colonialism, from its earliest manifestations to its tumultuous end. What happened in Kuba
happened to varying degrees throughout Africa and other colonized regions: racism, economic exploitation,
indirect rule, Christian conversion, modernization, disease and healing, and transformations in gender
relations. The Kuba, like others, took their own active part in history, responding to the changes and
calamities that colonization set in motion. Vansina follows the region’s inhabitants from the late nineteenth
century to the middle of the twentieth century, when a new elite emerged on the eve of Congo’s dramatic
passage to independence.
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From reader reviews:

Robert Crumrine:

Book is actually written, printed, or descriptive for everything. You can learn everything you want by a e-
book. Book has a different type. To be sure that book is important matter to bring us around the world.
Beside that you can your reading skill was fluently. A e-book Being Colonized: The Kuba Experience in
Rural Congo, 1880–1960 (Africa and the Diaspora) will make you to end up being smarter. You can feel
considerably more confidence if you can know about anything. But some of you think this open or reading
the book make you bored. It is not necessarily make you fun. Why they may be thought like that? Have you
looking for best book or acceptable book with you?

Robert Frye:

Nowadays reading books be a little more than want or need but also be a life style. This reading addiction
give you lot of advantages. Associate programs you got of course the knowledge the particular information
inside the book which improve your knowledge and information. The details you get based on what kind of
publication you read, if you want have more knowledge just go with training books but if you want truly feel
happy read one together with theme for entertaining for instance comic or novel. Often the Being Colonized:
The Kuba Experience in Rural Congo, 1880–1960 (Africa and the Diaspora) is kind of book which is giving
the reader erratic experience.

Michelle Huffman:

Spent a free a chance to be fun activity to accomplish! A lot of people spent their sparetime with their family,
or their own friends. Usually they undertaking activity like watching television, gonna beach, or picnic inside
the park. They actually doing ditto every week. Do you feel it? Will you something different to fill your own
personal free time/ holiday? Could be reading a book could be option to fill your free of charge time/
holiday. The first thing that you ask may be what kinds of book that you should read. If you want to try out
look for book, may be the reserve untitled Being Colonized: The Kuba Experience in Rural Congo,
1880–1960 (Africa and the Diaspora) can be fine book to read. May be it could be best activity to you.

Robert Long:

Is it you actually who having spare time in that case spend it whole day through watching television
programs or just laying on the bed? Do you need something totally new? This Being Colonized: The Kuba
Experience in Rural Congo, 1880–1960 (Africa and the Diaspora) can be the solution, oh how comes? The
new book you know. You are thus out of date, spending your extra time by reading in this brand-new era is
common not a geek activity. So what these publications have than the others?
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