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This powerful ethnography of a people believed to be the least violent in the world explores how they
maintain peaceful relations even under the most dire circumstances. Robert Knox Dentan, the world's
foremost scholar of Semai, brings its members vividly to life. His book includes translations of their poetry,
dramatized accounts of particular events, and extensive quotations from a wide range of individuals. In a
clear, gripping, sometimes novelistic style, Dentan introduces the reader to tortured Nakhoda; beautiful,
stubborn Kliy; witty, ironic Grcaangsmother; doomed Rmpent; brutal, alienated Juni; and other memorable
Semai.

The book opens with the horrific circumstances that the author argues gave rise to Semai peaceability,
continues by illuminating their adaptation to those circumstances, and closes by sketching the eventual
decline of that adaptation under the pressures of globalization. Unlike many behavioral scientists, Dentan
argues that the Semai approach to conflict is a successful Darwinian adaptation. A recurring theme is the
importance of psychological "surrender" to maintaining this adaptation. Throughout, the author highlights
the mechanisms and costs of peace, underscoring their relevance to everyday life in all societies. Students
and scholars of peace studies, conflict resolution, ethnography, and Southeast Asia will find this unique work
an invaluable and compelling study.

Coda to Chapter 6: "'Surrender,' Peacekeeping, and Internal Colonialism: A Neglected Episode in Malaysian
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From reader reviews:

Ricardo Hamilton:

Playing with family in the park, coming to see the water world or hanging out with good friends is thing that
usually you will have done when you have spare time, in that case why you don't try issue that really
opposite from that. A single activity that make you not experiencing tired but still relaxing, trilling like on
roller coaster you are ride on and with addition of information. Even you love Overwhelming Terror: Love,
Fear, Peace, and Violence among Semai of Malaysia (War and Peace Library), you are able to enjoy both. It
is very good combination right, you still need to miss it? What kind of hang type is it? Oh occur its mind
hangout people. What? Still don't get it, oh come on its called reading friends.

Jerry Bates:

Your reading 6th sense will not betray a person, why because this Overwhelming Terror: Love, Fear, Peace,
and Violence among Semai of Malaysia (War and Peace Library) publication written by well-known writer
we are excited for well how to make book which can be understand by anyone who all read the book.
Written in good manner for you, still dripping wet every ideas and publishing skill only for eliminate your
hunger then you still hesitation Overwhelming Terror: Love, Fear, Peace, and Violence among Semai of
Malaysia (War and Peace Library) as good book not simply by the cover but also with the content. This is
one book that can break don't determine book by its cover, so do you still needing an additional sixth sense
to pick this kind of!? Oh come on your reading sixth sense already said so why you have to listening to a
different sixth sense.

Kelly Livingston:

In this time globalization it is important to someone to receive information. The information will make a
professional understand the condition of the world. The condition of the world makes the information
simpler to share. You can find a lot of referrals to get information example: internet, paper, book, and soon.
You will see that now, a lot of publisher in which print many kinds of book. The actual book that
recommended for your requirements is Overwhelming Terror: Love, Fear, Peace, and Violence among
Semai of Malaysia (War and Peace Library) this book consist a lot of the information on the condition of this
world now. That book was represented so why is the world has grown up. The dialect styles that writer value
to explain it is easy to understand. The particular writer made some investigation when he makes this book.
That's why this book appropriate all of you.

Nancy Barry:

Don't be worry should you be afraid that this book will filled the space in your house, you could have it in e-
book technique, more simple and reachable. This particular Overwhelming Terror: Love, Fear, Peace, and
Violence among Semai of Malaysia (War and Peace Library) can give you a lot of buddies because by you
investigating this one book you have factor that they don't and make you more like an interesting person.



This kind of book can be one of a step for you to get success. This publication offer you information that
probably your friend doesn't learn, by knowing more than other make you to be great folks. So , why
hesitate? Let's have Overwhelming Terror: Love, Fear, Peace, and Violence among Semai of Malaysia (War
and Peace Library).
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