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Rewriting Early Chinese Texts examines the problems of reconstituting and editing ancient manuscripts that
will revise indeed rewrite Chinese history. It is now generally recognized that the extensive archaeological
discoveries made in China over the last three decades necessitate such a rewriting and will keep an army of
scholars busy for years to come. However, this is by no means the first time China s historical record has
needed rewriting. In this book, author Edward L. Shaughnessy explores the issues involved in editing
manuscripts, rewriting them, both today and in the past.
The book begins with a discussion of the difficulties encountered by modern archaeologists and
paleographers working with manuscripts discovered in ancient tombs. The challenges are considerable: these
texts are usually written in archaic script on bamboo strips and are typically fragmentary and in disarray. It is
not surprising that their new editions often meet with criticism from other scholars. Shaughnessy then moves
back in time to consider efforts to reconstitute similar bamboo-strip manuscripts found in the late third
century in a tomb in Jixian, Henan. He shows that editors at the time encountered many of the same
difficulties faced by modern archaeologists and paleographers, and that the first editions produced by a
court-appointed team of editors quickly prompted criticism from other scholars of the time. Shaughnessy
concludes with a detailed study of the editing of one of these texts, the Bamboo Annals (Zhushu jinian),
arguably the most important manuscript ever discovered in China. Showing how at least two different,
competing editions of this text were produced by different editors, and how the differences between them led
later scholars to regard the original edition the only one still extant as a forgery, Shaughnessy argues for this
text s place in the rewriting of early Chinese history."
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From reader reviews:

Donna Jennings:

The event that you get from Rewriting Early Chinese Texts (Suny Series in Chinese Philosophy and Culture)
(SUNY Series in Chinese Philosophy and Culture (Paperback)) will be the more deep you excavating the
information that hide in the words the more you get interested in reading it. It does not mean that this book is
hard to comprehend but Rewriting Early Chinese Texts (Suny Series in Chinese Philosophy and Culture)
(SUNY Series in Chinese Philosophy and Culture (Paperback)) giving you excitement feeling of reading.
The copy writer conveys their point in particular way that can be understood by anyone who read the item
because the author of this guide is well-known enough. This particular book also makes your personal
vocabulary increase well. So it is easy to understand then can go with you, both in printed or e-book style are
available. We recommend you for having this particular Rewriting Early Chinese Texts (Suny Series in
Chinese Philosophy and Culture) (SUNY Series in Chinese Philosophy and Culture (Paperback)) instantly.

Arthur Pascual:

Reading can called thoughts hangout, why? Because when you are reading a book especially book entitled
Rewriting Early Chinese Texts (Suny Series in Chinese Philosophy and Culture) (SUNY Series in Chinese
Philosophy and Culture (Paperback)) your brain will drift away trough every dimension, wandering in each
and every aspect that maybe mysterious for but surely can become your mind friends. Imaging every word
written in a book then become one application form conclusion and explanation that maybe you never get
prior to. The Rewriting Early Chinese Texts (Suny Series in Chinese Philosophy and Culture) (SUNY Series
in Chinese Philosophy and Culture (Paperback)) giving you one more experience more than blown away
your brain but also giving you useful details for your better life in this era. So now let us present to you the
relaxing pattern the following is your body and mind will likely be pleased when you are finished studying it,
like winning a game. Do you want to try this extraordinary investing spare time activity?

Loris Beal:

Reading a book to be new life style in this yr; every people loves to examine a book. When you learn a book
you can get a large amount of benefit. When you read publications, you can improve your knowledge,
mainly because book has a lot of information on it. The information that you will get depend on what sorts of
book that you have read. If you want to get information about your analysis, you can read education books,
but if you act like you want to entertain yourself you are able to a fiction books, these us novel, comics, in
addition to soon. The Rewriting Early Chinese Texts (Suny Series in Chinese Philosophy and Culture)
(SUNY Series in Chinese Philosophy and Culture (Paperback)) offer you a new experience in studying a
book.

Brian Register:

What is your hobby? Have you heard this question when you got learners? We believe that that issue was



given by teacher to their students. Many kinds of hobby, Every person has different hobby. So you know that
little person like reading or as reading through become their hobby. You need to know that reading is very
important in addition to book as to be the matter. Book is important thing to add you knowledge, except your
teacher or lecturer. You see good news or update about something by book. Numerous books that can you
take to be your object. One of them is niagra Rewriting Early Chinese Texts (Suny Series in Chinese
Philosophy and Culture) (SUNY Series in Chinese Philosophy and Culture (Paperback)).
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