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In Superfluous Southerners, John J. Langdale III tells the story of traditionalist conservatism and its
boundaries in twentieth-century America. Because this time period encompasses both the rise of the modern
conservative movement and the demise of southern regional distinctiveness, it affords an ideal setting both
for observing the potentiality of American conservatism and for understanding the fate of the traditionalist
"man of letters." Langdale uses the intellectual and literary histories of John Crowe Ransom, Donald
Davidson, and Allen Tate--the three principal contributors to the Agrarian manifesto I'll Take My Stand--and
of their three most remarkable intellectual descendants--Cleanth Brooks, Richard Weaver, and Melvin
Bradford--to explore these issues.
Langdale begins his study with some observations on the nature of American exceptionalism and the
intrinsic barriers which it presents to the traditionalist conservative imagination. While works like Louis
Menand's The Metaphysical Club have traced the origins of modern pragmatic liberalism during the late
nineteenth century, the nature of conservative thought in postbellum America remains less completely
understood. Accordingly, Langdale considers the origins of the New Humanism movement at the turn of the
twentieth century, then turning to the manner in which midwesterners Irving Babbitt and Paul Elmer Moore
stirred the imagination of the southern Agrarians during the 1920s.
After the publication of I'll Take My Stand in 1930, Agrarianism splintered into three distinct modes of
traditionalist conservatism: John Crowe Ransom sought refuge in literary criticism, Donald Davidson in
sectionalism, and Allen Tate in an image of the religious-wayfarer as a custodian of language. Langdale
traces the expansion of these modes of traditionalism by succeeding generations of southerners. Following
World War II, Cleanth Brooks further refined the tradition of literary criticism, while Richard Weaver
elaborated the tradition of sectionalism. However, both Brooks and Weaver distinctively furthered Tate's
notion that the integrity of language remained the fundamental concern of traditionalist conservatism.
Langdale concludes his study with a consideration of neoconservative opposition to M.E. Bradford's
proposed 1980 nomination as head of the National Endowment for the Humanities and its significance for
the southern man of letters in what was becoming postmodern and postsouthern America. Though the post-
World War II ascendance of neoconservatism drastically altered American intellectual history, the
descendants of traditionalism remained largely superfluous to this purportedly conservative revival which
had far more in common with pragmatic liberalism than with normative conservatism.
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From reader reviews:

Delia Black:

What do you think about book? It is just for students since they're still students or it for all people in the
world, the particular best subject for that? Merely you can be answered for that concern above. Every person
has several personality and hobby for each and every other. Don't to be compelled someone or something
that they don't wish do that. You must know how great and important the book Superfluous Southerners:
Cultural Conservatism and the South, 1920-1990. All type of book is it possible to see on many solutions.
You can look for the internet sources or other social media.

Patrick Adkins:

Reading a reserve can be one of a lot of pastime that everyone in the world likes. Do you like reading book
therefore. There are a lot of reasons why people enjoy it. First reading a publication will give you a lot of
new info. When you read a guide you will get new information since book is one of many ways to share the
information or their idea. Second, examining a book will make an individual more imaginative. When you
studying a book especially fictional book the author will bring you to imagine the story how the people do it
anything. Third, you may share your knowledge to other individuals. When you read this Superfluous
Southerners: Cultural Conservatism and the South, 1920-1990, you could tells your family, friends along
with soon about yours book. Your knowledge can inspire average, make them reading a reserve.

Melanie Moore:

Reading a guide tends to be new life style on this era globalization. With examining you can get a lot of
information that could give you benefit in your life. Having book everyone in this world can easily share
their idea. Textbooks can also inspire a lot of people. A lot of author can inspire their very own reader with
their story as well as their experience. Not only situation that share in the guides. But also they write about
the knowledge about something that you need example. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach
your kids, there are many kinds of book which exist now. The authors on this planet always try to improve
their talent in writing, they also doing some exploration before they write on their book. One of them is this
Superfluous Southerners: Cultural Conservatism and the South, 1920-1990.

Tammie Jackson:

A lot of guide has printed but it differs from the others. You can get it by net on social media. You can
choose the most beneficial book for you, science, comedian, novel, or whatever by simply searching from it.
It is identified as of book Superfluous Southerners: Cultural Conservatism and the South, 1920-1990. You'll
be able to your knowledge by it. Without leaving behind the printed book, it can add your knowledge and
make an individual happier to read. It is most important that, you must aware about book. It can bring you
from one destination for a other place.
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