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The Last Physician: Walker Percy and the Moral Life of Medicine
Walker Percy brought to his novels the perspective of both a doctor and a patient. Trained as a doctor at
Columbia University, he contracted tuberculosis during his internship as a pathologist at Bellevue Hospital
and spent the next three years recovering, primarily in TB sanitoriums. This collection of essays explores not
only Percy’s connections to medicine but also the underappreciated impact his art has had—and can
have—on medicine itself.
The contributors—physicians, philosophers, and literary critics—examine the relevance of Percy’s work to
current dilemmas in medical education and health policy. They reflect upon the role doctors and patients play
in his novels, his family legacy of depression, how his medical background influenced his writing style, and
his philosophy of psychiatry. They contemplate the private ways in which Percy’s work affected their own
lives and analyze the author’s tendency to contrast the medical-scientific worldview with a more spiritual
one. Assessing Percy’s stature as an author and elucidating the many ways that reading and writing can
combine with diagnosing and treating to offer an antidote to despair, they ask what it means to be a doctor, a
writer, and a seeker of cures and truths—not just for the body but for the malaise and diseased spirituality of
modern times.
This collection will appeal to lovers of literature as well as medical professionals—indeed, anyone concerned
with medical ethics and the human side of doctoring.

Contributors. Robert Coles, Brock Eide, Carl Elliott, John D. Lantos, Ross McElwee, Richard Martinez,
Martha Montello, David Schiedermayer, Jay Tolson, Bertram Wyatt-Brown, Laurie Zoloth-Dorfman
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From reader reviews:

Sheila Rocha:

Book is to be different for each grade. Book for children until eventually adult are different content. As we
know that book is very important usually. The book The Last Physician: Walker Percy and the Moral Life of
Medicine seemed to be making you to know about other knowledge and of course you can take more
information. It is extremely advantages for you. The guide The Last Physician: Walker Percy and the Moral
Life of Medicine is not only giving you considerably more new information but also to get your friend when
you sense bored. You can spend your own personal spend time to read your guide. Try to make relationship
together with the book The Last Physician: Walker Percy and the Moral Life of Medicine. You never sense
lose out for everything if you read some books.

Penny Laughlin:

This book untitled The Last Physician: Walker Percy and the Moral Life of Medicine to be one of several
books in which best seller in this year, that's because when you read this book you can get a lot of benefit on
it. You will easily to buy that book in the book retail store or you can order it by using online. The publisher
on this book sells the e-book too. It makes you more readily to read this book, since you can read this book
in your Smartphone. So there is no reason to you to past this publication from your list.

Christina Vallejo:

Reading a guide tends to be new life style with this era globalization. With reading through you can get a lot
of information that may give you benefit in your life. Having book everyone in this world may share their
idea. Books can also inspire a lot of people. Many author can inspire their reader with their story or their
experience. Not only the storyline that share in the guides. But also they write about the data about
something that you need illustration. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach your sons or daughters,
there are many kinds of book which exist now. The authors nowadays always try to improve their skill in
writing, they also doing some investigation before they write with their book. One of them is this The Last
Physician: Walker Percy and the Moral Life of Medicine.

Victor Hubbard:

Don't be worry when you are afraid that this book can filled the space in your house, you will get it in e-book
technique, more simple and reachable. This The Last Physician: Walker Percy and the Moral Life of
Medicine can give you a lot of buddies because by you checking out this one book you have matter that they
don't and make anyone more like an interesting person. This particular book can be one of one step for you
to get success. This guide offer you information that maybe your friend doesn't know, by knowing more than
other make you to be great individuals. So , why hesitate? We need to have The Last Physician: Walker
Percy and the Moral Life of Medicine.
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