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In this concise and fascinating book, Fawaz A. Gerges argues that Al-Qaeda has degenerated into a fractured,
marginal body kept alive largely by the self-serving anti-terrorist bureaucracy it helped to spawn.

In The Rise and Fall of Al-Qaeda, Gerges, apublic intellectual known widely for his expertise on radical
ideologies, including jihadism, argues that the Western powers have become mired in a "terrorism narrative,"
stemming from the mistaken belief that Americaisin danger of a devastating attack by a crippled al-Qaeda.
To explain why al-Qaedais no longer athreat, he provides a briskly written history of the organization,
showing its emergence from the disintegrating local jihadist movements of the mid-1990s-not just the
Afghan resistance of the 1980s, as many believe-in "a desperate effort to rescue a sinking ship by altering its
course." During this period, Gerges interviewed many jihadis, gaining afirst-hand view of the movement
that bin Laden tried to reshape by internationalizing it. Gerges reveals that transnational jihad has attracted
but a small minority within the Arab world and possesses no viable social and popular base. Furthermore, he
shows that the attacks of September 11, 2001, were a major miscal culation--no "river" of fighters flooded
from Arab countries to defend al-Qaedain Afghanistan, as bin Laden expected. The democratic revolutions
that swept the Middle East in early 2011 show that al-Qaeda today is a non-entity which exercises no
influence over Arabs poalitical life.

Gerges shows that there is alink between the new phenomenon of homegrown extremism in Western
societies and the war on terror, particularly in Afghanistan-Pakistan, and that homegrown terror exposes the
structural weakness, not strength, of bin Laden's al-Qaeda. Gerges concludes that the movement has
splintered into feuding factions, neutralizing itself more effectively than any Predator drone.

Forceful, incisive, and written with extensive inside knowledge, this book will ater the debate on global
terrorism.
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From reader reviews:
Dorothy Roper:

Here thing why thiskind of The Rise and Fall of Al-Qaeda are different and trustworthy to be yours. First of
al examining abook is good but it really depends in the content of computer which is the content is as
delightful asfood or not. The Rise and Fall of Al-Qaeda giving you information deeper including different
ways, you can find any reserve out there but there is no book that similar with The Rise and Fall of Al-
Qaeda. It gives you thrill examining journey, its open up your personal eyes about the thing that will
happened in the world which is probably can be happened around you. Y ou can easily bring everywhere like
in area, café, or even in your method home by train. If you are having difficulties in bringing the branded
book maybe the form of The Rise and Fall of Al-Qaedain e-book can be your substitute.

ElisaHall:

Spent afree time to be fun activity to do! A lot of people spent their sparetime with their family, or their
particular friends. Usually they accomplishing activity like watching television, gonna beach, or picnic inside
the park. They actually doing ditto every week. Do you fedl it? Do you want to something different to fill
your own personal freetime/ holiday? Could possibly be reading abook is usually option to fill your free
time/ holiday. Thefirst thing that you will ask may be what kinds of e-book that you should read. If you want
to consider look for book, may be the book untitled The Rise and Fall of Al-Qaeda can be great book to read.
May beit could be best activity to you.

Dolores Young:

Reading can called head hangout, why? Because if you are reading a book specially book entitled The Rise
and Fall of Al-Qaedayour thoughtswill drift away trough every dimension, wandering in every aspect that
maybe unidentified for but surely will end up your mind friends. Imaging just about every word writtenin a
publication then become one form conclusion and explanation in which maybe you never get before. The
The Rise and Fall of Al-Qaeda giving you an additional experience more than blown away the mind but also
giving you useful detailsfor your better life in this particular era. So now let us present to you the relaxing
pattern thisis your body and mind is going to be pleased when you are finished examining it, like winning a.
Do you want to try this extraordinary spending spare time activity?

Melinda Brown:

Do you have something that you prefer such as book? The guide lovers usually prefer to decide on book like
comic, small story and the biggest the first is novel. Now, why not seeking The Rise and Fall of Al-Qaeda
that give your entertainment preference will be satisfied by simply reading this book. Reading routine all
over the world can be said as the method for people to know world far better then how they react to the
world. It can't be explained constantly that reading behavior only for the geeky man but for all of you who
wants to be success person. So, for all of you who want to start looking at as your good habit, you are able to
pick The Rise and Fall of Al-Qaeda become your starter.
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