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With few exceptions, sex is noticeably absent from popular histories chronicling colonial and Revolutionary
America. Moreover, it is rarely associated specifically with early American men. This is in part because sex
and family have traditionally been associated with women, while politics and business are the historic
province of men. But Thomas Foster turns this conventional view on its head. Through the use of court
records, newspapers, sermons, and private papers from Massachusetts, he vividly shows that sex—the
behaviors, desires, and identities associated with eroticism —was a critical component of colonial
understanding of the qualities considered befitting for a man.

Sex and the Eighteenth-Century Man begins by examining how men, as heads of households, held ultimate
responsibility for sex—not only within their own marriages but also for the sexual behaviors of dependents
and members of their households. Foster then examines the ways sex solidified bonds in the community,
including commercial ties among men, and how sex operated in courtship and social relations with women.
Starkly challenging current views about the development of sexuality in America, the book details early
understandings of sexual identity and locates a surprising number of stereotypes until now believed to have
originated a century later, among them the black rapist and the unmanly sodomite, figures that serve to
reinforce cultural norms of white male heterosexuality.

As this engrossing and surprising study shows, we cannot understand manliness today or in our early
American past without coming to terms with the oft-hidden relationship between sex and masculinity.
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From reader reviews:

Lewis Lin:

Book is to be different per grade. Book for children till adult are different content. As you may know that
book is very important for all of us. The book Sex and the Eighteenth-Century Man: Massachusetts and the
History of Sexuality in America ended up being making you to know about other information and of course
you can take more information. It doesn't matter what advantages for you. The e-book Sex and the
Eighteenth-Century Man: Massachusetts and the History of Sexuality in America is not only giving you a lot
more new information but also to be your friend when you feel bored. You can spend your own personal
spend time to read your book. Try to make relationship using the book Sex and the Eighteenth-Century Man:
Massachusetts and the History of Sexuality in America. You never sense lose out for everything in case you
read some books.

Mark Gibson:

Reading a e-book can be one of a lot of exercise that everyone in the world loves. Do you like reading book
so. There are a lot of reasons why people enjoy it. First reading a publication will give you a lot of new
details. When you read a publication you will get new information mainly because book is one of a number
of ways to share the information or perhaps their idea. Second, studying a book will make an individual more
imaginative. When you examining a book especially tale fantasy book the author will bring you to definitely
imagine the story how the figures do it anything. Third, you could share your knowledge to other folks.
When you read this Sex and the Eighteenth-Century Man: Massachusetts and the History of Sexuality in
America, you may tells your family, friends along with soon about yours book. Your knowledge can inspire
others, make them reading a reserve.

Jacqueline Ramos:

You are able to spend your free time to read this book this reserve. This Sex and the Eighteenth-Century
Man: Massachusetts and the History of Sexuality in America is simple bringing you can read it in the park,
in the beach, train and soon. If you did not have got much space to bring the actual printed book, you can buy
often the e-book. It is make you quicker to read it. You can save often the book in your smart phone. Thus
there are a lot of benefits that you will get when one buys this book.

Jackie Lund:

Is it you actually who having spare time and then spend it whole day through watching television programs
or just lying on the bed? Do you need something totally new? This Sex and the Eighteenth-Century Man:
Massachusetts and the History of Sexuality in America can be the solution, oh how comes? The new book
you know. You are therefore out of date, spending your time by reading in this brand-new era is common not
a nerd activity. So what these ebooks have than the others?
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