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Based on a series of lectures delivered at Cornell University in the fall of 1949, and since revised, this is the
standard non-technical coverage of Egyptian and Babylonian mathematics and astronomy, and their
transmission to the Hellenistic world. Entirely modern in its data and conclusions, it reveals the surprising
sophistication of certain areas of early science, particularly Babylonian mathematics.
After a discussion of the number systems used in the ancient Near East (contrasting the Egyptian method of
additive computations with unit fractions and Babylonian place values), Dr. Neugebauer covers Babylonian
tables for numerical computation, approximations of the square root of 2 (with implications that the
Pythagorean Theorem was known more than a thousand years before Pythagoras), Pythagorean numbers,
quadratic equations with two unknowns, special cases of logarithms and various other algebraic and
geometric cases. Babylonian strength in algebraic and numerical work reveals a level of mathematical
development in many aspects comparable to the mathematics of the early Renaissance in Europe. This is in
contrast to the relatively primitive Egyptian mathematics. In the realm of astronomy, too, Dr. Neugebauer
describes an unexpected sophistication, which is interpreted less as the result of millennia of observations (as
used to be the interpretation) than as a competent mathematical apparatus. The transmission of this early
science and its further development in Hellenistic times is also described. An Appendix discusses certain
aspects of Greek astronomy and the indebtedness of the Copernican system to Ptolemaic and Islamic
methods.
Dr. Neugebauer has long enjoyed an international reputation as one of the foremost workers in the area of
premodern science. Many of his discoveries have revolutionized earlier understandings. In this volume he
presents a non-technical survey, with much material unique on this level, which can be read with great profit
by all interested in the history of science or history of culture. 14 plates. 52 figures.
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From reader reviews:

Nick McAllister:

Why don't make it to be your habit? Right now, try to ready your time to do the important work, like looking
for your favorite publication and reading a e-book. Beside you can solve your long lasting problem; you can
add your knowledge by the publication entitled The Exact Sciences in Antiquity. Try to the actual book The
Exact Sciences in Antiquity as your friend. It means that it can to be your friend when you experience alone
and beside that of course make you smarter than in the past. Yeah, it is very fortuned for you personally. The
book makes you far more confidence because you can know everything by the book. So , we need to make
new experience and knowledge with this book.

Mitchell Peed:

Information is provisions for people to get better life, information currently can get by anyone at everywhere.
The information can be a information or any news even a huge concern. What people must be consider any
time those information which is inside former life are hard to be find than now is taking seriously which one
is appropriate to believe or which one typically the resource are convinced. If you get the unstable resource
then you get it as your main information there will be huge disadvantage for you. All those possibilities will
not happen in you if you take The Exact Sciences in Antiquity as your daily resource information.

Beverly Rosa:

As a college student exactly feel bored for you to reading. If their teacher expected them to go to the library
or make summary for some book, they are complained. Just tiny students that has reading's heart and soul or
real their leisure activity. They just do what the professor want, like asked to the library. They go to there but
nothing reading critically. Any students feel that reading through is not important, boring along with can't see
colorful pictures on there. Yeah, it is to be complicated. Book is very important for you. As we know that on
this time, many ways to get whatever we want. Likewise word says, many ways to reach Chinese's country.
Therefore , this The Exact Sciences in Antiquity can make you really feel more interested to read.

Willie Briggs:

What is your hobby? Have you heard in which question when you got students? We believe that that
problem was given by teacher with their students. Many kinds of hobby, Everyone has different hobby. And
you also know that little person like reading or as studying become their hobby. You have to know that
reading is very important and book as to be the thing. Book is important thing to incorporate you knowledge,
except your personal teacher or lecturer. You get good news or update about something by book. Many kinds
of books that can you go onto be your object. One of them is this The Exact Sciences in Antiquity.
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