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This rich survey attempts to make the history of modern philosophy cogent and intelligible to the common
reader. It sets out to clarify the principal metaphysical, ethical and political attitudes of the post-medieval
philosophers while maintaining a contemporary points of view on each of the major figures discussed. An
introductory section discusses the nature of philosophy, as contrasted with, and closely related to, science
and theology. It locates the distinguishing features of philosophical thought in abstraction and concern for
truth, moving on from this broad description to a detailed consideration of points of view within the
philosophical tradition. The origins of philosophy are found in scholastic thought, and traced further back to
Plato and Aristotle. "From Descartes to Wittgenstein" affirms a distinction between history of philosophy
and history of ideas. It argues that the great philosophers were wrestling with problems of perennial concern,
and that the true history of philosophy requires us to see this. The issues discussed by Descartes & his
successors are not closed, and modern thinkers can only benefit from acquaintance with their methods of
argument. No one contemporary school predominates in this history: Spinoza, Hegel, and Sartre are treated
as fairly as Locke, Hume, and Wittgenstein. The book will be valued by students of philosophy in need of an
unbiased modern perspective.
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From reader reviews:

Kayla Wilson:

The book From Descartes to Wittgenstein: A short history of modern philosophy will bring you to definitely
the new experience of reading any book. The author style to describe the idea is very unique. Should you try
to find new book to read, this book very acceptable to you. The book From Descartes to Wittgenstein: A
short history of modern philosophy is much recommended to you to read. You can also get the e-book from
official web site, so you can quickly to read the book.

John McKeever:

From Descartes to Wittgenstein: A short history of modern philosophy can be one of your beginning books
that are good idea. Most of us recommend that straight away because this book has good vocabulary that will
increase your knowledge in language, easy to understand, bit entertaining but still delivering the information.
The author giving his/her effort that will put every word into joy arrangement in writing From Descartes to
Wittgenstein: A short history of modern philosophy however doesn't forget the main position, giving the
reader the hottest and based confirm resource details that maybe you can be among it. This great information
could drawn you into completely new stage of crucial pondering.

Shelley Gavin:

Your reading 6th sense will not betray anyone, why because this From Descartes to Wittgenstein: A short
history of modern philosophy guide written by well-known writer whose to say well how to make book
which can be understand by anyone who also read the book. Written inside good manner for you, dripping
every ideas and publishing skill only for eliminate your current hunger then you still uncertainty From
Descartes to Wittgenstein: A short history of modern philosophy as good book not just by the cover but also
through the content. This is one guide that can break don't determine book by its cover, so do you still
needing a different sixth sense to pick this particular!? Oh come on your reading through sixth sense already
told you so why you have to listening to one more sixth sense.

Mildred Timm:

Many people spending their time by playing outside along with friends, fun activity with family or just
watching TV all day long. You can have new activity to enjoy your whole day by looking at a book. Ugh,
you think reading a book can definitely hard because you have to bring the book everywhere? It okay you
can have the e-book, getting everywhere you want in your Cell phone. Like From Descartes to Wittgenstein:
A short history of modern philosophy which is keeping the e-book version. So , why not try out this book?
Let's observe.
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